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https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%81
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%AE%E0%AE%A3%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%9F%E0%AE%B2%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-NRCS-1
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-NRCS-1
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-NRCS-1
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-NRCS-1
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%A8%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%B2%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%B0%E0%AE%BF
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%81
https://ta.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%9A%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%AF_%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D&action=edit&redlink=1
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-NRCS-1
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-NRCS-1
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AE%A3%E0%AF%8D
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AE%A3%E0%AF%8D
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%A8%E0%AF%80%E0%AE%B0%E0%AF%8D
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-NRCS-1
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%86%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D
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https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%86%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%B1%E0%AE%B2%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%9A%E0%AF%87%E0%AE%AE%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%AA%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%AA%E0%AF%81
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%86%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%B1%E0%AE%B2%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%9A%E0%AF%87%E0%AE%AE%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%AA%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%AA%E0%AF%81
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%82%E0%AE%B2%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%A9%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%9A%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%9A%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%AA%E0%AF%86%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%B0%E0%AF%8B%E0%AE%B2%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%80%E0%AE%A9%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%9F%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%A4%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B2%E0%AF%8D
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%9A%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-4
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-4
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-Soule86-6
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-Soule86-6
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-Groom06-8
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-Groom06-8
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%B2%E0%AE%99%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%81
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%BE%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B0%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%87%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88_%E0%AE%B5%E0%AE%B3%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D#cite_note-CDFG-10
https://ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8A%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%88
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UNIT-I
GEOGRAPHY OF RESOURCES UTILIZATION
Code: 18K3GELO01

Meaning and Definition of Resource

Resources are anything that has utility and adds value to your life. Air, water, food, plants, animals,
minerals, metals, and everything else that exists in nature and has utility to mankind is a ‘Resource’.
The value of each such resource depends on its utility and other factors. For example, metals are
gold, silver, copper or bronze have economic value; i.e. they can be exchanged for money.

However, mountains, rivers, sea or forests are also resources but they do not have economic value.

There are two most important factors that can turn any substance into a resource- time and
technology. With the help of technology, innovation humans can transform a natural or man-made
substance into a resource. Like, minerals, fish or other marine creatures sourced from the sea can be
used for our food and medicines. Similarly, time also adds to the value of a resource. For example,

fossil deposits of organisms over hundreds of years can turn into fossil fuels.

A resource is a source or supply from which a benefit is produced and that has some utility.
Resources can broadly be classified upon their availability — they are classified into renewable
and non-renewable resources. They can also be classified as actual and potential on the basis of
the level of development and use, on the basis of origin they can be classified as biotic and
abiotic, and on the basis of their distribution, as ubiquitous and localised (private, community-
owned , natural and international resources). An item becomes a resource with time and
developing technology. The benefits of resource utilization may include increased wealth, proper
functioning of a system, or enhanced well-being. From a human perspective, a natural resource is
anything obtained from the environment to satisfy human needs and wants.™ From a broader
biological or ecological perspective, a resource satisfies the needs of a living organism

(see biological resource).

Meaning and Definition of Resource stands for all the means and tools that fulfill our needs.
Concise Oxford Dictionary defines resource as “a stock of supply of materials or assets”.

Generally people regard resource as a special thing which is basically find through excavation or


https://www.toppr.com/guides/science/air-around-us/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/chemistry/hydrogen/water/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/science/food-where-does-it-comes-from/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/biology/diversity-in-living-organisms/plant-kingdom/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/biology/diversity-in-living-organisms/animal-kingdom/
https://www.toppr.com/bytes/indus-river/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/geography/water-geography/what-is-water/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/evs/whose-forests/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/geography/minerals-and-energy-resources/what-are-minerals-and-energy-resources/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/general-knowledge/resources-of-india-and-world/animal-husbandry-and-fishery/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_resource
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_environment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resource#cite_note-Miller-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resource_(biology)

some broad physical feature like sea, mountain river etc. but geographically we render resource
concept in a very broad sense, typically that is everything which is in use or in practice by human
mind as human mind being the actual resource controls every aspect of the resource from finding
to extinction. Nothing is a resource until and unless it is marked by human mind that is why it is
said that human mind is the supreme resource. According to Rees (1990) ,,resources are defined
by man, not by nature”. In a very refined way we can say resources are what we use. Dasman
(1968) defines resource as ,,materials, areas or living things considered useful or of value to a
particular culture”. The attribute of usefulness is the matter of concern of a resource.
Zimmerman defined resource as “the word resource does not refer to a thing or substance but to
a function which a thing or substance may perform an operation in which it may take part
namely, the function or operation of attaining a given end such as satisfying a want. In other
words, the word "resource™ is an abstraction reflecting human appraisal and relating to a function
or operation. As such, it is akin to such words as food, property, or capital, but much wider in its

sweep than any one of these” (Zimmerman, 1951).

Zimmerman's functional approach holds that nature is meaningless — in his terms, it is merely
"natural stuff" - until people identify particular aspects or elements of it that can be used. Neutral
stuff becomes "resources” when cultural and technological circumstances permit it to be
appraised as such. "In other words, the word ,,resource' is an expression of appraisal and, hence,
a purely subjective concept” (Zimmerman, 1933). A resource to one group of people may be
merely "natural stuff" to another group or to the same group in a different set of circumstances.
Hence the often-cited statement by Zimmerman that "resources are not; they become."
(Zimmerman, 1951). As for as resource utilization is concerned it means “to make practical and

affective use of” in view of Concise Oxford Dictionary which explains the essence of the word.
Classification of Resource

Generally resources are categorized into two commonly known groups that are natural and the
resource made from human interventions i.e. human resource. But on the basis of various
characteristics resources are categorized into various types. Resources are classed into two major

groups:



Pesources are classed into two major groups:

Fesource

}
! -

Matural resource Human resonrce

Natural resources are the main material base of regional development. Each and everything
which is beyond human intervention is a natural resource, the deficit of natural resource may not
be compensated by any other resource. In most cases natural resources represent specialization of
a region. Whereas, man intervened, man modified, man maintained, man generated and man
controlled resources are called human resource. Man has developed skills, technology and ability
to generate, develop and use the resource by his mental ability, so it is said that human mind is
the supreme resource for himself. These two groups are further subdivided into different types
according to different perspectives The technological advancement generated a new type of
resource known as computer resource, very useful resource that redeemed the work load of man.
For economist capital resource is another kind of resource which is a base for an economy to

flourish.
Omen (1971), classified resource depending upon its quantity and variability.

. Immutable: incapable of much adverse change
1. Mis-usable: little danger of complete exhaustion but when improperly used

I1l.  Exhaustible: permanency is dependent upon the methods of use
Lassen (1972), classified resource into four groups

l. Perennial or perceptual resource: earth properties like air, water, etc.

1. Renewable resource: such as plant animal and soil because they respond to man‘s

manipulation.
I11.  Non renewable or fund resource: minerals are included in this group.

IV.  Amenity resource: The desirable attributes of our cultural environment.



Resources Can Be Categorized on the Basis of Renewability 1) Non-Renewable Resources-
The resources that cannot be regenerated comes under this category. Most of the minerals and
fossils are included in this category. Since their rate of formation is extremely slow, they cannot
be replaced, once they are depleted. Out of these, the metallic minerals can be reused by
recycling them, but coal and petroleum cannot be recycled. 2) Renewable Resources- these
resources can be replenished or reproduced relatively. There is no need to worry about these

resources regarding extinction.

Classification of Resources
Matural Rezsource Human FRezource Cultural Resource
l (Population)
Non Fenewable Renewable
|
v
Flow (Stockable) Continnous
Short Term Medinm Term Long term
(Crops) (Wrater) (Timber)

Figurel. 3. Source: After Park C.C. (1997) The Environment Principle: and Application

Resources are Also Categorized Based on the Stage of Development

1) Potential Resources- These types of resources are present in the nature but may be used in
the future for example, petroleum may exist in many parts of India and Kuwait that have
sedimentary rocks, but until the time it is actually drilled out and put into use, it remains a

potential resource.

2.Actual Resources — Actual resources are those that have been surveyed, their quantity and
quality determined, and are being used in present times. For example, petroleum and natural gas

is actively being obtained from the Mumbai High Fields.

Resources can be Categorized on the Basis of Origin



1.Abiotic Resources- Non-living things are known as abiotic resources. (e.g. land, water, air and

minerals such as gold, iron, copper, silver etc.).

2) Biotic Resources — All living being comes in this resource type. Forests and their products,
animals, birds and their products, fish and other marine organisms are important examples.
Interesting thing is that minerals such as coal and petroleum are sometimes included in this
category because they were formed from fossilized organic matter, though over long periods of

time.
Conservation of Resources

Resource Conservation Resource evaluation and management for sustainable development is
centred in the role of ultimate conservation. Both Development and conservation processes need
to run with sustainable balance. Conservation is a healthy human relationship with nature for
sustainability of natural resource in the process of all round development. International union for
conservation of nature and natural resources (IUCN, 1980) in its report world conservation
strategy defined conservation as ,,the management of human use of the biosphere so that it may
yield the greatest sustainable benefits to resent generations while maintaining its potential to
meet the need and aspirations of future generations.” Stock of resources are the essential support
for human life as well as onwards progress hence it is quite possible that natural environment and
its process cannot ever remain pristine or undisturbed in context with human action. The
disturbance in natural environment requires an effective conservation mechanism to support the
environment and strengthening man nature relationship. In fact the resource utilization,
population and environmental conservation form a three legged stool which is practically very

unstable but conservation strategy can be very useful in maintaining balance between them.

All human-made resources are dependent on the availability of the natural resource/s. We need to
understand the value of each natural element and then need to conserve those resource/s. Because
we should be able to use them throughout our lifetime and also save them for our future generations.
For example, if we do not start saving water, very soon, human society will start facing severe
scarcity of water. Likewise, if we cut down all forests, eventually, there would be no wood left for
us to build homes or make fire. It will also increase the level of carbon dioxide. As a result, it will
only harm human life. In other words, conservation of resources is necessary for the betterment of

human life.
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By carefully utilizing each natural resource and allowing it to renew itself within nature, we can
help in resource conservation. We must also focus on sustainable development- a way of optimally
using and balancing the use of each resource. And, by doing so, we can all contribute to a healthy

and resourceful planet.

Resource preservation is comparatively stricter concept. It does not allow using resource
whatsoever the need or situation arises in the development process. When we talk about
development it is essentially the development of a resource by changing its shape quality and
property for alternative use. The preservation typically allows neither the use of a resource in its
original shape nor the modified or changed resource. Preservation simply blocks development
because no harm or benefit does to a resource. For example excavated coal is used in different
developmental works but when we let it be where it is inside Earth it turns to be preservation.
Preservation stands for no loss no gain that™s why planners prefer resource conservation instead

of resource preservation.



UNIT -1l

Agricultural Resources — Geographical factors influencing agriculture — Methods of Cultivation

— Major crops — Rice, Wheat, Cotton, Tea, Coffee- Dairy farming of Denmark and Newzealand.
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