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THEAGEOFJHONSON

1745-1798

FEATURESOFJHONSON’SAGE:

TherearenotablefeaturesintheageofJohnson.Itwitnessedmany

reactionsagainstthetendenciesoftheageofpope.Thisagesawtherenaissanceof

feelingandemotionswhichlongrepressed.Werenowrainreinstatedandalllifewas

modified.Therewasrapidgrowthindemocraticideas.Theideasofliberty,equalityand

rightsofmenwereblossomedintheheartsofmen.Therewasarevivalinreligion

whichwidenedthesympathywithmanasman.ThegreatFrenchwriterRousseau

doctrineandhisideasbacktonaturechangethemindsofmanypeople.Therewas

muchchangeinthehistoryofliterature

THELIFEANDWORKSOFDOCTORJHONSON:

ThegreatestEnglishmanoflettersbetweenpopeandWadsWorthWas

Dr.SamuelJhonsonhewasbornatLitchfieldin1709.from hisfather,abookseller,he

inheritedhishugeunwieldyandunhealthyfame.Heactedforatimeasaschool

usha.hedidsometranslationforapublisher.HewentLondontotryhisfortune.He

marriedawidow20yearsolderthenhimself.Hereachedmetropolisin1737and

becamepopularwiththepublicationofhisdictionary.

Johnson’spoetry:

In1738,jhonsonpublishedapoem calledLondon,atypicalAugustanpoem.His

otherpoem is‘thevanityofhumanwisheswhichisalsoofAugustantradition.Itshows

thevanityofhumanwishes.

Hisdrama:

I1749heproducedatragedy“IRENE”itisontheclassicalmodelobservingthe

classicalunitsoftime,placeandaction.Itisnotalivingdramabutonlyatiresome

exerciseinrhetoricandmoralizing.

Hisprose:



Hisfirstgreatworkis‘DictionaryOfEnglishLanguage’(1747-1755)bythiswork

hebecamethegreatcharm ofliterature.Heundertooknotonlytodefinebutalsoto

illustratehisdefinitionsbyquotations.Hepublishedhisdidactictale‘RasselasIn1759’.

‘TheEditionOfShakespeare(1765)’washisgreatwork.Heundertooktheeditionof

shakesphereplays‘tocorrectwhatiscorrupt’hisprefacetotheeditionisaremarkable

pieceofcriticalwork.Hismostmatureofcriticalworkis‘thelivesof,themosteminent

Englishpoets’withcriticalobservationoftheirworks(1779-1781).Hestarteda

periodicaltherambler,animitationof‘TheSpectator’.Thiswasfollowedbytwoother

series‘TheAdventure’And‘TheIdler’.

NootherEnglishwriterissointimatelyknowntousasJohnsonlivesin

thepagesofhisbiographybyJamesBoswell.hewasgreatbothasacriticofliterature

andascriticoflife.Asacriticofliteratureheisalwayspenetratingandstimulating

thoughheallowedhisstrongprejudicestointerferewithhisjudgement,Hefailedto

appreciatethevaluesofMilton’sreligionandpolitics.Hewasapessimist.Inallhis

tasteandstandardhewasathrough-goingconservative,holdingfasttotheprinciples

oftheAugustanschool.

HefollowsastylewhichishighlyLatinizedinvocabularyandhissentence

structureismarkedbyelaboratebalanceandantithesis.Hediedin1784andwasburied

inWestminsterAbby.

GOLDSMITH’SCONTRIBUTIONTOENGLISHLITERATURE:

IntheliteratureofJohnsonianerathewriterwhostandsnearesttoJohnson

himself,bothinpersonalandinhistoricalinterestisOlivergoldsmith.Hewasbornin

1728inasmallvillageinIrelandwhereisfatherwasaprotestantclergyman.Hestudied

inTrinityCollege,dublin.HesettotourEuropeandreturnedtoLondonpennilessand

friendless.Ultimatelyhedriftedtoliterature.Hisstrugglescontinuedtilltheendofhis

life.Whenhediedin1774hewasstilldeeplyindebt.Poorgoldsmithwassolarge

hearted,sympatheticandhumanethatweforgethisfaults.Hediedin1774andburied

inWestminsterAbby.

Hispoetry:

Hispoeticalproductionisnotlargebutremarkable.Hisfirstpoem ‘TheTraveler’

(1764)dealswithpoet’swanderingsthroughEuropeitrevealshisfeelingforthepoor.

Hisotherlongpoem is‘TheDesertedVillage’(1770).

Hisdrama:

Histwoadmirablecomediesare‘TheGood-NaturedMan’and‘SheStoopsTo

Conquer’.‘TheGood-NaturedMan’isacomedyofcharacterbutnotverysuccessfulone.



‘SheStoopsToConquer’isoneofthelandmarksofEnglishcomedy.

Hisprose:

Hisimaginativeworkis‘TheCitizenOfTheWorld’.Hisessaysappearedinthis

work.

HISNOVEL:

Hisnovel‘TheVicarOfWakefield’isthefirstrankofthe18thcenturynovels.Te

vicarDr.Primroseisreminiscentofhisfather.Theothernovelisthedesertedvillage.

ThegoodpriestinthisnovelisreminiscentofhisbrotherHendry.

Othergeneralprosewriteroftheperiod

DAVIDHUME(1711-76)

Heisbetterknownasaskepticalphilosopher.Hewrote‘TheHistoryOf

England’ithasastrongstorybiasinfavoroftheStuartsagainstthepuritans.

WILLIAM ROBERTSON(1721-93)

Hemadeagreatmarkinhiswork‘HistoryOfScotland’,‘HistoryOfCharlesV

‘AndHistoryOfAmerica’

EDWARDGIBBON:(1737-94)

His‘HistoryOfTheDeclineAndFallOfRomanEmpire’remainsoneofthe

acknowledgedmasterpiecesofhistoricalliterature.Hishistorybeginswiththereignof

Titusin98ad,tracesthehistoryofromethroughtheirthirteencenturiesandendswith

thefallofconstatinapolebytrucksin1453.

EDMUNDBURKE:(1729-97)

Heisamanofnoblenatureandextradinarybreathofoutlook.Brokecarriedinto

politicalcontroversy,passionatemoralearnestness,vividimaginationandsplendid

logicalpower.HesupportedthecauseoftheAmericancoloniesinhisspeeches‘On

AmericanTaxation’andon‘ConciliationWithAmerica’.HebitterlyopposedtheFrench

revolutioninhis‘reflections’.Hewasaconservativeinpoliticalthinkingbuthewasnot

opposedtochange.Hisliterarypositiondependschieflyonisstyle-hisgiftof

expression.Hewasnotademocratandopposedparliamentaryreforms.Hewasalso

unhappywitheastIndiaCompany’sgovernanceofIndiaandtookinterestinthe



impeachmentofWarrenHastings.Twoimportantspeechesofburkeontheindian

themewhere‘TheNawabOfArcot’sDebt’and‘TheImpeachmentOfWarrenHastings’.

Bruke’splaceinEnglishliteratureisuniquebecauseheistheonlyoratorwho

commandssuchgreatrespect.

WILLIAM GODWIN(1756-1836)

Hewasoneofthemostinfluentialpoliticalwritersofthetime.His‘Inquiry

ConcerningPoliticalJustice’setforththemostextremerevolutionaryideas.

LadyMaryWorleyMontague(1689-1762)PhilipDormerStanhope,EarlOf

Chesterfield(1694-1773)AndHoraceWalpro(1717-1797)arethebestletterwriters.

THEAGEOFJHONSON

THENOVEL

HISTORICALSIGNIFICANCEOFTHENOVEL:

Thesecondhalfofthe18thcenturysawtheabundantgrowthofnovel.There

werenumberoffactorwhichcontributedtoitsrise.

Oneofthereasonswasascendancyofthemiddleclasses.Theeducatedmiddle

classpeopledemandedanewtypeofliteraturewhichwouldtellaboutthem-their

thoughts,motivesandstruggles.Thenovelform satisfiedthisdemand.theriseofthe

novelwasalsooneoftheresultsofthedemocraticmovementthenovelundertookto

dealfreelyandtreatthecharacterssympathetically.Henceitwasfavoredbythe

commonman.ItwassignificantthattheheroineofthefirstEnglishnovelPamelaisa

rusticlady’smaid.

Theriseofthenovelalsoowesmuchtothedesireonthepartofthewritersto

outgrowlimitationsofclassicism.Thenovelwastheforinwhichawritercouldwork

independently.Thedeclineofthedramainthe18thcenturyoccasionedtheriseofthe

novel.Thereadingpubliclookedforanewliteraryform tosatisfytheirhungerforstory

andsocialpictures.Thenovelsatisfiedthishunger.

SAMUELRICHARDSON(1689-1761)(FATHEROFMODERNNOVEL):

Hewasaprosperousprinter.Hedriftedbymereaccidentintotheproductionof

anepoch-makingbookattheageof50.hesetthevogueofnovel-writingwithhis

Pamelaorvirtuerewarded.Hewasrequestedbytwofriendstowriteabookofletters

thatwouldserveasmodelsofconstructionaswellasmodelsofgoodlyconduct.He

conceivedanideaofwritinganovelandintwomonthsproducedPamela,thefirst



Englishnovel.Hesaidthathispurposewaspromoting“ReligionandVirtue”.

ThefirstEnglishnovelwaswritteninepistolarystyle.Ittellsthestoryofayoung,

beautifulservantmaidofaladywhohasjustdied.Thelady’ssonbecomesenamored

ofPamela’syouthandbeauty.Hetriestoseduceherbutsheresistsallhisattempts.

Finallyovercomebypassionandlove,hetakesherforhiswife.Thesecondpartnovel

dealswithPamela’sproblemsaftermarriage,forherhusbandhascontinuedhisbad

ways.IntheendPamelasucceedsinchanginghim.

ClarissaHarlwoe,whichappearedineightvolumesin1748,isRichardson’s

masterpiece.Itisalsoanepistolarynovel.

SirCharlesGrandison,hisfinalnovelwaspublishedinsevenvolumes.Itisagain

anepistolarynovel.ThemoststrikingfeatureofRichardson’snovelismoralpurpose.

Heisgoodatportrayingfemalecharacters.ItisRichardsonwhointroduced

sentimentalityintoenglishfiction.

HENDRYFIELDING’S(1707-1754)

Heisthesecondof18thcenturynovelist.Hewasamanofdifferenttype.Hehad

avirile,vigorousandcorrodenature.Hisknowledgeoflifewaswide.Fieldinghadhis

apprenticeshipindrama.Thistaughthim alotregardingstructureandexpositionof

character.Hecametonovelwritingbecausehedidnotsharethegeneralenthusiasm

aboutPamela.Thehappyideaoccurredtohim totakeadvantageofthepopularityof

thebookandatthesametimetolaughatitbyturningitintoburlesque.Thiswas

actuallytheoriginof‘theadventuresofJosephAndrew’s.Fieldingbeganbyreversing

theinitialsituationinPamela.Thebookistransformedintoacomicepicinprose.

Fielding’ssecondnovelis‘TheHistoryofTom Jones’ithasbeenconsideredthe

greatestnovelof18thcentury,notedforitswell-proportionedplot.Thisnovelgivesus

thefullestandrichestpictureofEnglishlifeaboutthemiddleofthe18thcentury

Fielding’sthirdgreatnovelisAmelia(1751)asthetitleindicatestheinterest

centersroundthecharacterofwomen,Amelia.Itisthestoryofthecourageand

patienceofadevotedwifeadoftheilldoingsofherweak-willedhusband.

Throughouthiscarrier,fieldingwasmuchconcernedaboutthestructural

principlesofprosefiction.Tohim thenovelwasaform ofartastheepicordrama.Asa

socialsatiristandateacherhedepictsviceandexposessomeofthemostglaringevils,

whichinfectthecountry.Hismenandwomenarefarmorewholesomehumanbeings

thanofRichardson.

THOBIA’SSMOLLETT(1721-71)



ItissaidthathisworkismuchlowerlevelthantheworksofRichardsonand

fielding.Howeverhehadtheabilitytotellaninterestingstory.Hisstoriesarefilledwith

excitingsituations.Hewasabletobringalivetheodditiesofhumannature.Intheearly

lifeSmollettspentsomeyearsinwarshipandgainedafirsthandknowledgeofthesea

andthesailors.Thatiswhyweidentifiedhim asthe‘firstnovelistofthenavy’.

Smollettisfamousforahalfadozennovels:themostimportantofthem are

‘TheAdventuresOfRoderickRandom’,‘TheAdventuresOfPeregrinePickle’And‘The

ExpeditionOfHumphreyClincker’.Thefirstnovelmadehim famousandthelastoneis

hismasterpiece.Thevalueofthefirstnovelliesinitsindividualepisodes.Itisalso

remarkableforthecharactersofseadogs.Peregrinepickledealswiththeadventures

ofperegrinepickle,ablackguard.ThenovelpresentsapanoramaofEnglishlife.Itis

alsoanepistolarynovel.Eachnovelcontainsaseriesofadventure.hischaracterare

primarilyconcernedwiththeexternalfeaturesofmanandwomenarenotwiththe

deeperqualities.Hispurposeistomakethem ridiculous.Hemakesthem caricatures.

Hence,hemaybecalledafirstcaricaturist.

OTHERNOVELISTSOFTHEPERIOD

REV.LAURENCESTRENE(1713-1768)

Hiswork‘LifeAndOpinionsOfTristam Shandy’appearedin9volumesfrom

1759-1767thiscanhardlybecalledanovel.Hissecondbook‘asentimentaljourney’in

twovolumesisanewkindoftravelbook.Hemixeshumorandsentimentinthisnovel.

HENDRYMACENZIE(1745-1831)

Heisbestknownforhisnovel‘TheManOfFeeling’.Hehasexaggeratedhis

emotionalism.Thisnovel,from beginningtotheendisaperfectwelteroftears;butitis

notadrybook.InlaterlifeheopposedtheFrenchrevolution.

William Godwinwrotehispowerful‘ClabWilliams’or‘ThingsAsTheyAre’.(1794)

FrancisBurney(1752-1840)shelaidtherealfoundationsofthewomen’snovel.

HerNovels,Evelina,CeciliaAndCamillacanbeclassifiedasdomesticnovels.She

followsthetraditionofRichardsoninepistolarymethodandfieldinginhishumor.Sheis

thefirstwomennovelisttowriteaboutwoman’slifefrom thewoman’spointofview.

Wemayregardherasthefounderofthe‘teatableschooloffiction’.

Therevivalofromance

The18thcenturynovelroseapictureofmanandmanners.Thefavorswhichit

enjoyedsoonexpandedinmanydirectionsundervariousinfluencesofthetime.One

importantnewmovementwas‘ARevivalOfRomance’.Inthisrevivalofromance



HoraceWalpolewasaimportantpersonhisgothicromanceashecalled‘CastleOf

Otranto’(1765)wassimplytheexpressioninfiction.Itborenewground.

Chiefcharacteristicsoftheclassicalschoolofpoetry

1.Itwasmainlytheproductoftheintelligence,andwasstrikinglydeficientand

imagination.

2.Itwasalmostexclusively‘town’poetry.

3.Itwasconspicuouslywantinginromanticspirit.

4.Itwasextremelyformalandartificialinstyle.

5.Itadheredrigorouslytotheclosedcouplet.

Atallthesepoint’sreactionsetin

1.Emotion,passionandimaginationinvadedpoetrytothedestructionofits

intellectualityandtheoldnarrowdidacticprincipleswerediscarded

2.Poetryceasedtoconcernitselfexclusivelywiththetownandbegantodeal

withnatureandrusticlife.Amostimportantfeatureinitisthegrowthofsenseofthe

picturesque.

3.Theromanticspiritrevivedandthisrevivalbroughtwithitgreatchangesinthe

themesandtemperofverse.

4.Effortswerenowmadetobreakawayfrom thestereotypedconventionsof

‘poeticdiction’andtosubstituteforthissimplicityofphraseandthelanguageofnature.

5.Thesupremacyoftheclosedcoupletwasattacked,andotherformsofverse

usedinitsplace.

THECONTINUANCEOFTHEAUGUSTANTRADITION

Dr.Johnsonandgoldsmitharetwoimportantpoetsassociatedwiththecontinuanceof

Augustantradition.Thesetwowerestrongconservativesinliteratureastheyheldfast

totheimmediatepast.Theirworkswereclassicalinmatterandmanner.Johnson'stwo

poemsLondonandthevanityofhumanwishesareclassicalintoneandinitsorder

adherenceform andstyle.Thesamemaybesaidofgoldsmith’s‘TheTraveler’And



‘DesertedVillage’.Theyarealsodidacticunderarewritteninclosedcouplet.Theymay

befairlydescribedasthelastgreatworksofthe18thcentury.

Atthesametime,thetracesofthenewpoetrycanbeseenintheworks.Goldsmith

wastouchedbythegrowingpowerofsentimentalism.Theirtreatmentofnatureand

rulerlifemustalsobenoted.Thoughconservative,goldsmithyieldedtonewinfluences.

Johnsonwasincomparablythestrongestindividualforceontheliteraryworldofhis

time,buthewasstillunabletochecktheencroachmentofthenewspiritofliterature.

Thereactionintheform ofpoetry:

ThereactionagainsttheAugustantraditionstartedwiththechangeinform.Thiswas

associatedwiththechangesinotherdirections.Themainfutureofthisreactioninstyle

wastheabandonmentofthepopeanandtraditionoftheheroiccouplet.Otherformsof

versewerealsoexperimented.Therewasarevivalofinterestinlong-neglectedpre-

augustandwriters.AlsotherewasagrowingadmirationofMiltonandhenceblank

versecametobeusedThompson“Seasons”couldbecitedasanexamplefor18th

centuryblackverse.OtherexamplesareSomerville’s“TheChase”Young's“Night’s

Thoughts”AndBlair’s“TheGrave”.Theblankversewasestablishedsidebysidewith

thecouplet.TherewasalsoarevivalofSpenserianstanzabutnonesucceeded.The

schoolmistressbyWilliam ShenstoneuseslanguageandstyleofSpenser.

Thomson'scastleofindolenceadoptsmuchofthegothicmachineryofTheFairie

Queene.TheminstrelbyJamesBeattieimitatestheform andspiritofSpenserian

stanza.

Thetwopointsmustbemadeclearaboutthereactioninform.Inthefirstplace,in

technicalqualityandaestheticeffects,theblankverseandSpenserianstanzaarethe

oppositeoftheterse,epigrammaticclosed,heroiccouplet.Ithelpedinthefree

movementofthepoet'smind.Secondlythecoupletitselfremainedintactaspopeleftit,

asitwasrejectedbymanywriters.

Thegrowthoftheloveofnatureinthe18thcenturypoetry

Thegrowthofaloveofnatureandofafeelingforthepicturesqueisoneofthe

markedcharacteristicinthehistoryofEnglishpoetrybetweenpopeandwadsworth

.evenduringthe17thcenturyThomasParnellandLadyWinchilseashowedgenuine

senseofnaturalbeautyandthecharmsofrurallife.Thesewereonlyexceptions.A

majorityofthepoetryoftheAugustanperiodwaspoetryofcitylife.

ItwasinthewritingsofLancashiremanAllanRamseythattherevivingloveof

naturefirsttobecomeconspicuousRamseydrewhisinspirationfrom popularsongs

andballadsofhisownpeasants.His‘thegentleshepherd’isarealpastoralpoem.



JamesThompson,anotherScotsmanalsoexercisedatremendousinfluenceon

others.Hisseasonsareadescriptivepoem infourparts.Thoughhispoem followsan

Augustantradition,Thompsongivesareallandscapewrightslargelyfrom personal

knowledgeandhisincidentaltouchesaremarkedbygreatprecisionandsympathy

natureismadethecentraltheme.

Johndyer,aWelshmanpublishedadescriptivepoem ‘grangerhill’apieceof

vigorouslandscapepaintingwhichowesmuchtoMilton.From thistimeontheloveof

naturebecomeincreasinglyprominentinEnglishpoetry.

Thedevelopmentofnaturalism

The“returntonature”affectedthelater18thcenturypoetryinsubject,toneandstyle.It

meantarisingsenseofallthatisimpliedinthecontrastbetweennatureandcivilization.

Itresultedinpoetry.Andinthequestformoreelementarythemes,drawinginspiration

from onemoresophisticatedcountry-folk.greatersimplicityinthesubjectmatterwas

chosenandattemptwaslaidtobringpoetrybacktonatureandreality.

Thedevelopmentofnaturalism wasduetotheco-operationofmanyinfluences,literary

andsocial.Inmatterandstylesimplificationwasmuchaidedbythespreadofan

interestinoldballadliterature.Intheballadsthepeoplebegantodiscoverthatsimpler

form isbetterandmorepoeticalthantheAugustanpoetry.Thedevelopmentof

naturalism madewritersandreadersalikeincreasinglyconsciousofthesuperiorityof

whatnaturalandspontaneousinpoetry.

MentionhastobemadeofWilliam Blake,amysticandavisionary.Hewasinspiredby

thedesiretorestorethegoldenage.Hefindsaplaceamongtheearthlyromantics.In

hispoeticalsketchessongofinnocenceandsongsofexperiencewefindtheloveofthe

countryofsimplelife,ofchildhoodandhome.Thismakeshim aleaderinthe

naturalistickindofpoetry-thepoetryofordinarythings.

Anothercontrastedphaseofnaturalism isexemplifiedbyBlake’scontemporary.George

Crabbe.Inthisworksthevillage,thenewspaper,theparishregister,theborough,the

talesinverse,andtalesofthehall.Ittakestheform ofextremeanduncompromising

realism,Crabbenewthelifeofthepoor,withallitsmiserywhichhedepictsinhisverse

veryrealistically.totheveryendofhislifeCrabberemindanduninfluencedbythe

romanticmoment.Heusedthecoupletform todescribethematerialstakenfrom

actuallifehisisanaturalisticreactionagainsttheAugustantradition.



THEROMANTICREVIVAL

DuringtheageoftheJohnsontherewasthegeneralrevoltagainstthehardtemper,the

dryintellectuality,thehatredofthefantastic,thevisionaryandthemystical.Whichwere

thechiefcharacteristicsoftheAugustanschool,thisrevoltiscalledtheromantic

moment

.Itisdifficulttodefinethewordromanticbyromanticwemean.

1.Theprincipleofspontaneityinliteraturewhichimpliestheassertionof

individualityagainsttheconventions.Henceromanticism isasHugodescribedit

“liberalism inliterature”

2. Aparticularmoodandtemper-passionandsensibility,aspiration,and

melancholyorwidelyrecognizedascomponentelements.Itis“therenaissance

ofwonderandmystery”

3. Aloveofthewild,fantastic,abnormalandsupernaturaland

4. Afondnessforaparticularkindofsubjectmatter.Stimulatedtheromantic

moodafewexampleswillexplaintheconcept.Wespeakofthespiritofgray’s

“Elegy”asromanticmelancholy.Weusetheterm romantictodescribefantastic

narrativeofScott’slayofthelastminstrelandsupernaturalism ofColeridgeand

ancientmariner.

AveryimportantphaseoftheRomanticMovementwasthemedievalorgothic

revival.aboutthetimeoftheprotectionof‘CastleOfOtranto’.Itsinfluences

becameequallyconspicuousinpoetryRichardHurdinhisletteronchivalryand

romancemaintainedthatgothicmannersprovidedbettermaterialforpoetry

thanclassicalmythology.

Asinthedevelopmentofnaturalism,Sointherevivaloftheromanticpasta

powerfulinfluencewasexertedbythespreadofarrestinballadliteraturethe

mostimportantballadbookofthe18thcenturywasbishopPercy’sreliquesof

ancientEnglishpoetry;consistingofoldheroicsongsandotherpiecesourearlier

poetry;togetherwithsomefewlaterdate(1765).Thereliquesprovedagreat

powerinspreadingtheromantictaste.

Anextradinaryfascinationfortherevivalofthemiddleageswasfoundin

ThomsonChatterton“AMarvelousBoy”whopublishedmostofhispoemsas

workofThomasRowleyamysticalBristolpriestofthe15thcentury.TheAella



andtheballadofthecharityareprobablythemostwonderfulpoemseverwritten

byaboyofChatterton’sage.Thisitselfisanindicationthatthepublicvalued

everythingbelongingtothemiddleages.Themedievalrevivalwasaccompanied

bythespreadofinterestintheromanticpast-especiallytheworldofCeltic

antiquity.theodeonthepopularsuperstitionofthehighlandsofScotland

consideredasthesubjectofpoetrybyWilliam Collinsreveals,itssignificance

JamesMacphersonpublishedfragmentsofancientpoetrycollectedinthe

highlandsofScotland.Thisgaverisetothecuriosityandspeculation.Healso

produced‘Fingal’And‘Temora’.Thesewerecalledossianicpoems(astheywere

calledtobyMacphersonasworkof13th.CenturyitisGaelicpoet.Theywere

filledwiththesupernaturalism,melancholyandsentimentalism.Thedesiretoget

backtonatureisaconspicuousfeatureofthesepoems.Theycaptivatedthe

heartsofallthereadersallreaders.(allcametoheadbetween1760and1770)

CONTRIBUTIONOFTHETHREEGREAT TRANSITIONALPOETS-THOMAS

GREY,ROBERTBURNSANDWILLIAM COWPER.

THOMASGREY:

Thomasgraywasamanofpoorphysique,agreatscholarandarecluse.He

producedonlytitlelittlepoetrybutwhathewroteisnotonlyexquisiteinquality

andfinishbutalsoanepitomeofthechangesthatwearetakingplaceinthe

literatureoftheperiod.

Gray,startedproducingpiecesintheAugustantradition,buthecouldnot

completethem.Hisfirstpublicationwasthe“OdeonaDistantProspectofEton

College”.Thenheappearedodetospring,onthedeathoffavoritecat.Theseare

conventionalinthoughtanddiction.

Theelegywritteninacountrychurchyardboughtinagreatchancewhenitwas

publishedin1751.Manyfeaturesmakeithistoricallyveryimportant.Firstthereis

theuseofnature,whichishandledwiththefidelityandsympathythechurchyard

scene,thetwilightatmosphereandthebroodingmelancholyofthepoem the

contrastbetweenthecountryandthetownandthepresentsimplelifeonthe

townpeople’signoblelifearebeautifullydescribed.atenderfeelingisshownto

therudeforefathersofthehamlet.Thispoem definitelygivesthe“shortand



simpleannalsofthepoor”.itmarkthestageintheevolutionofgray’sgenius.

Thetwogreatodes-progressofpoesyandthebardarefilledwiththenew

conceptionofthepoetasaninspiredsinger,anenthusiastratherthana‘wit’grey

beganwithversifiedpamphletsinpope’smannerpassedonthrough

conventionallyricstotheelegy;andheendedwithexperimentswhichare

fundamentallyromanticincharacter.

RobertBurns:

Burnswasendowedwithamarvelouslyspontaneouspower.Ofgeniusandan

unrivalledgiftofsong.absolutesinceritytohimselfundersurroundingwastheultimate

basisofhisstrength.HewasScottishpeasantandhewroteasapeasant.Hebecame

thepoeticinterpreterofthethoughtsandfeelings,thejoysandsorrows,passionand

superstitionofthepeasantclasswiththeentirefreedom.

Hisambitiouspoem inthecotter’sSaturdaynightintheSpenserianstanzais

poeticancestrywasScottish.Hisvernacularpoetryhelpedtobringnaturalpassion

backtoEnglishverse.

Anotherimportantqualityinhiswriting,Istheirstrongdemocraticquality.Hewas

keenlyresponsibletotherevolutionaryspiritofhisage.Inthe“Cotter’sSaturdayNight”

Hecontraststhehomelylifeofthepeasantswiththewealthandtheartificial

refinementsofthefashionableworld.Heconsidershimselfasthemouthpieceofthe

growingfaithofhistimeinlibertyequalityandfraternity.

William Cowper

Cowperbegantowritepoetrylateinlife.Hewasnotastudentofpoetry.Hedidnot

giveattentiontopoetryasanartbutwrotejusttoexpresshisideasinhisownway.

Healsostartedtowriteinthetraditionofpope,butinhisprincipalpoem “TheTask,he

abandonsthetraditionandpurchaseoneindependentmethod.Thislongblankverseof

poemsconsideredtothepoeticmasterpieceoflater18thcenturyevangelicalism.Itis

extremelydiscursiveandrambling.ithasaunityofmotivemeaning.Initspraiseof

retirementandofcountrylifehisoft-quotedline.“GodMadetheCountryandMan-

MadetheTown”showshim tobeonthesideofrevolutionistwhoarepreachingthe

gospelof“BacktoNature”.Hislanguageissimple.Histaskswereflowswiththespirit

humanitarianandliberty.

CopperissaidtohaveforforeshadowedbothWordsworthandByron.Inhisloveof



nature,hisemotionalresponsetoitandhissympathetichandlingofrurallife.He

anticipatesWordsworthconsideringthecharacterofmenanddiscretehispoetrypoints

toByron.

SHORTQUESTIONSINTHEAGEOFJHONSON

1.Whatisthenameofthefirstpoem writtenbyJohnson?Towhattraditiondoes

itbelong?

2.TowhatproseworkisJohnsonfamousfor?Whenwasitwritten?

3.Whatdoesthepoem”thetraveler”dealwith?

4. MentionedtocomediesproducedbyOlivergoldsmith?

5.Whatisgibbons’masterpiece?

6. WhattypeofworksdidgoldsmithdoimmediatelyafterhisreturntoLondon?

7. Mentionanytwocharactersingoldsmith'snovelswhowerereminiscentofhis

relatives.

8.TowhatcausedidEdmundBurkextenthissupport?

9. Whoiscalledthefatherofthemodernnovel?Mentiononefamousnovel

producedbyhim

10.MentionanytwonovelsofSmollett

11.WhoseworkisTrisham Shandyinhowmanyvolumeswasproduced?

12.Towhichisgothicrevivalassociatedwith?

13.WhatisthemainfeatureofthereactionagainstAugustanagestyleinstead?

14.WhatisthenameofthetravelbookbyLaurenceSterne?

15.Whoisthefirstnovelistofthenavy,wheredidheworkinhisearlylife?

16.Whowrotethepoem onScottishpeasantlife?

17.Whoproduced“oceanicpoems”,whatarethey?

18.Whenwastheelegyreturnedinacountrychurchyard“published”andwhoisit

author?



19.Whoaretransitionalpoets?

20.WhoarguedintheimpeachmentofWarrenHastings?

UNIT-2

AGEOFWORDSWORTH

1798-1832

INTRODUCTION

TheageofWordsworthistheageofrevolution.intheRomanticTriumphinliterature

andpolitics.Thelongacceptedrulesofourwe'retreatedwithcontemptt.thereaction

againstPopeandAugustanSchoolbecameaggressive.Theprinciplesofspontaneity

wereeverywherethrusttothefront.

TheimpactofFrenchRevolutionhadthestrikingchangesinthetemperofEuropean

Society.TheygreatOutburstof1789sentathrilloffreshlifethroughthewholecivilized

world.Thehumanityatlargewastopassforwardintoaneraofdemocraticidealsof

Liberty,bother-hoodandRightsofMan.Withthepublicationofaepochmakingbook,

thelyricalBalladsbyWordsworthandColeridge,Anewtasteinliteratureandartsetin.

Thisnewtasteiscalledthe‘romanticism’or‘liberalism’inliterature.

THELIFEANDWORKSOFWILLAM WORDSWORTH

William Wordsworthwasbornin1770atcockermouthCumberlandandspent

muchofhisBoyhoodamongtheShepherdsandDalesmenofhisnativecountry.The

influenceoftheseearlysurroundingwas,Asheafterwardssaidprofoundandlasting;



forroughandruggedastheywere,thissimplepeasantfolkweretypesofthehomely

virtuesofmanhoodandWomanhooduntaintedbycontactwiththeCorruptionsof

civilization,andfrom hisfamilyfamiliarintercoursewiththem.Helearntfaithin

humanityandreverenceoftheelementalthingsoflife.

HewaseducatedatHawksheadSchool,LancashireandatCambridge.Thenhe

cametovisittoFrance(1790and1791-1792).in1793HepublishedanEveningWalk

andDescriptiveSketchesInwhichtheregularclassiccoupletwhichisused,andwhich

areotherwisecuriouslyreminiscentofPope,GoldsmithandCrabbe.AsmallLegacyleft

byafriendmadehim soforindependentthathewasabletohenceforthtodevote

himselfentirelytopoetry.hisfriendshipwithColeridgewhichbeganabout1796did

muchtostimulatehisgenius.TwoyearslaterColeridgejoinedhim inthepublicationof

aepoch-makinglittlebookthe“lyricalballads”.in1802HemarriedMaryHutchinson

,andhisdevotedsisterDorothyasathirdmemberOfhouseholdsettledfirstGrasmere

andlateratRydelMount,bothinthatLakeDistrictinwhichhisnameisnowalways

Associated.thoughHecontinuedtowritesteadily,hefailedformanyyearstocatchthe

publicearwhilethecriticsalmostunanimouslytreatedhim withcontempt.butlittleby

littlehewonhisway,andthereadersofnewgenerationbegantoperceivegreatness

andmeaningofhispoetrytowhichtheirfathershadbeenblind.

Thegeneralchangeofopinionregardinghim wasshownin1843.Whenon

Southey’sdeath,hewasmadePoetLaureate.Hediedin1850.

TheliterarycareerofWordsworthwassmoothhispoemsMarkedaclear

departurefrom theconventionalones.Hedealtwithordinarymenandwomenand

commonplacethings.“OdeOnTheIntimationOfImmortality”“TinternAbbeyLines”

“Michael”And“ResolutionAndIndependence”aresomeofhiswell-knownpoems.The

Preludeisarecordofthegrowthofwordswithmindandsoul.

Thelimitationsofhisgeniusarelimited.hehadnohumorandlittlepassionand

wasdeficientindramaticpower.Eventhosewhoreverehim mustareboundto

acknowledgethathewrotemoreuninspiredandunpoeticversethananyotherpoetof

equalrank.

SAMUELCOLERIDGE(1772-1834)

Coleridgewasbornin1722.Hisfatherwasaclergyman.evenasasmall

boy.Hewasinterestedinpoetry.HegottheFriendshipofSoutheyandWordsworthand

settledowninLakeDistrict.“TheAncientMariner”“Christabel”“Kublakhan”arethe

mostcharacteristicpoemsofColeridge.“TheAsianMariner”isthestoryofasailorwho

meetswithanumberofstrangeandunnaturalexperiencesonavoyage.Coleridge

makesusbelievethisunbelievableStory.“Cristobal”mayberegardedasthemost

completerepresentativeofEnglishromanticpoetry.Thethemeofthepoem istypically



medieval.“KublaKhan”isafragmentwhichrecaptureseriesofvisions,whichtheare

poetsawinadream.Thedream-likequalityofthepoem isit'sgreatvirtue.

Coleridge’spersonalpoemslike“Odetodejection”and“workwithouthope”have

apatheticinterest.ColeridgetookthenewSupernaturalasisparticularProvinceandhe

treatedSupernaturalinapurelypoeticway.OnlyapoetwithamindlikeColeridgecould

capturethatdream imagesinalltheirstrangeness.

TheSecretofColeridge’scharm liesinthedeftofhandlingofmeter,butit's

Beautydefiedexplanation.Heappealsdirectlytothereader’simaginationinthiswell

knownworkofcriticism,“biographialiterrania”.Wefindthemostenduringexpositionof

theRomantictheoryofliterature.Coleridgewasamanofgiganticgenius,divinelygifted

towritepoetryofremarkableBeauty.

WLATERSCOTT(1771-1832)

HewasaScottishnovelist,poet,historian,biographerandinfluentialinterpreter

ofromanticism.ScottwasborninEdinburghin1771.Hespentmuchofhischildhoodat

hisgrandmother'shome,wherehelovedthewildroughlandscapeandlistentothe

storiesofBorderbattles.Asaboy,HewasinfluencedbyBishoppercy’sReliquesof

ancientEnglishpoetryandhedevelopedapassionateinterestintheballads.Hewas

alsointerestedintheGermanromanticliterature.”TheministrelsyoftheScottishborder”

wasScott'sfirstimportantpublication.“ThelayofthelastMinstrel”isSortofextended

balladfullofBorderincidents,fightingandtheenhancements.“TheLadyOfTheLake”

And“Marimom”areotherpopularromances.LaterHetooktonovelwritingundermade

amarkasanoutstandinghistoricalnovelist.Towardsthelastpartofhislife,financial

ruinovertookhim andhediedin1832.

Scottrejectedtheclassicepicashismodel.His“romanticTalesinverse”representa

developmentofthemedievalballadandmedievalromance.Histaleisvigorous,free

andRapid,butoftencarelessandcommonplace.Heisalsoamasterofboldtreatment

oflandscape,butunfortunately,hewrotetoofast.hehasnothingofthemysticalquality

andthespiritualpowerofWordsworthandColeridge.

OTHERPOETSCONTEMPORARYWITHWORDSWORTH

WILIAM LISLEBOWLES:wrotesonnetswhichhelpedthegrowthofloveandnaturein

poetry.Butsomeofthem requireakindwordofrecognition.

SAMUELROGERS:wasabankeraswellasapoet.ThroughouthislifeHewas



UntouchedbytheRomanticRevolution.his“PleasuresOfMemory”iswritteninheroic

coupletinAugustanstyledhis“NextBookItaly”isinblankverseRogersbelongstothe

Past.

JAMESHOGGnicknamedtheEttrickShepherdhadconnectionswithfamousliterary

menoftheday,includingSirWalterScottsomeofhisballadsarepopular.Hislonger

poems“Killmeny”And“TheQueen'sWake”havecertainamountoffancyandPower.

ROBERTSOUTHEY:HealsocameundertheinfluenceoftheRomanticRevolt.He

expressedhisideasinhisepic,“JoanofArc“and“WatTyler”.hewasamanof

prodigiousindustryinverseandprose.“Madoc”,“ThalabatheDestroyer”,“Roderick”,

“TheCurseOfKehama”,etc.Arepopular.Hispoetryshowsthetendencyofthe

RomanticMovementandmarksareactionagainsttheregularityofthe18thcentury

versification.

WALTERSAVAGELANDOR:throughLandorwrotepoetryallthroughhislife,Henever

becameverypopular.Heisusuallydescribedasaclassicwriterinaromanticage.

Hellenicsishisbookinclassicthemes;Gebirishisromanticwork.Whetherclassicor

romantichewritesinhadrestrainedmanner.he“livedinthepastworldofheroic

thought”

THOMASCAMPBELL.Inhisearlywork.Hedoesnotdifferfrom Augustantradition.His

pleasuresofHopebelongstotheAugustanSchool,writteninaclosedcoupletform .in

hislaterworkslike“GertrudeofWyoming”.Heisseenaromantic.someofhisshorter

poemslike“Lochiel”“LordElaine'sDaughter”And“TheLastMan”arereallystriking.he

ischieflyknowntodayforhisvigorousWarlyrics–“YeMarinersOfEngland”Or“The

BattleOfTheBaltic”

THOMASMOREisaveryattractivetothegeneralreader.Hisfamous“LallaRookh”is

anorientaltale.HisIrishMelodiesshowsthathewasagenuinelyricgift.Hehasa

PermanentplaceinthehistoryofEnglishpoetry.

LATERROMANTICAGE:

Introduction:

TheRomanticpoetgenerallyfallsintotwogroups-theElderRomanticsandthe

youngerRomantics.WordsworthandColeridgeandScottareolderpoets.ButShelley,

KeatsandByronarerepresentativeoftheyoungerRomantics.Theoldenthusiasm and

hopehadgone.ThelaterRomanticsrespondedtotheinfluenceofthetimein

accordancewithithisowngeniusandcharacter.Byron,ShelleyandKeatslivedinthe

sameatmosphere,buttheirpoetrydiffersinqualityandTemper.



BYRON(1788-1824)

HeisKnownasLordByron.hewasaBritishpoetandpolitician.Hewasoneofthe

leadingfiguresoftheromanticmoment.Heinheritedairritabletemperamentfrom his

parent,whichboughthim intotheconflictwithmintandthethings.

Evenasasmallboy.Hepublishedasmallvolumeofpoems,whichwasattacked

bytheEdinburghReview.tothisHerepliedinavigoroussatire,EnglishBardsScotch

Reviewers.Atourofthecontinentfurnishedthematerialsforthefirsttwocantosof

“childeHarold'spilgrimage”thesetwobecomeimmensesuccess.Byronsaid,Iwokeup

inthemorningandfoundmyselffamous.

Hemarriedandwasseparatedtheverynextyear.hespenttherestofhislifeina

continent.Itwasduringthisyear'sofexilehewrotehisgreatestworks,Manfred,Cain,

TheThirdandtheFourthCantosOfTheChildeHarold.UnfinishedDonHuan.Hefinally

participatedintheGreekwarofindependence,tookthefieldanddiedin1824attheage

of37.

ByronwrotewithIncrediblefacility.Hisworkisvoluminous.hisoutputisvery

varied-lyrics,satire,narrativepoems,seriousandserio-comicregulartragediesand

dramaticpoems.Byronwasasupremeegoist.Asacriticandtheorist,heproclaimed

himselfasafollowerofAugustanschool.HeadmiredPopeandcaredlittlefor

WordsworthandColeridge.HecomparedThePoetryof18thcenturywithGreektemple.

asapoetofnature,HeisthemostathomewiththeNature'sWilderaspects.Heloves

mountainsandstorms.Asasatirist,HeisincomparablythegreatestofModernEnglish

poets.

ByronissoverypopularinliteraturethattheveryWord“Byronism”isusedto

denotethespiritofGloom,satietyandunrest,whichischaracteristicsofmostofhis

writing.asarevolutionarypoetHerepresentsthedestructivesideoftheRevolutionary

movement.HeisanapostleofLiberty;butheconceivesLibertyintermsofpure

individualism.TheheroesofhisromancesarePiratesandoutlaws.inHisChildeHarold,

Manfred,CainDon,Juan.HeidolizesAllwhoareinrevoltagainstthesociety.heis

thereforerebelagainsttheveryconditionsofhumanlife.

PERCYBYSSHESHELLY(1792-1822)

HewasoneofthemajorEnglishRomanticPoetswidelyregardedasoneofthe

greatestlyricandphilosophicalPoetsintheEnglishlanguage.HewasasonofTory

Squire.Hewasbornin1792.HewassentittoEtonschoolwherehewasnicknamed

“MadShelly”.laterHewassenttoOxfordfrom wherehewasexpelledforpublishinga



pamphlet“TheNecessityOfAtheism”HeleftEnglandforItalyandwasdrownedinthe

BayofSpezzia.

TwoofShelley'spoem standoutsideanygeneralclassification.OneisAdonais,

asplendidelegyonthedeathofKeats.Theotherpoem “Celci”isaromanticdrama.all

otherpoemsfallintotwodivisions-hispersonalpoemsandimpersonalpoems.Shelly’s

geniuswasessentiallylyrical;hismoodsimpression,thoughtsandemotionsembodied

themselvesinverse.AsalyricpoetHeisthegreatest.wehavetopraisehim for

Ecstasyoffeeling,thelightnessandGrace,theFelicityofphraseandtheverbalmagic

ofhispoems–“TheSkylark”“TheCloud”“TheOdeToTheWestWind”.Hisimpersonal

poemsaredifferent.ShellyisseenasanInspirerandguideofmen.Hehasthepassion

forreformingtheworld.HisQueenMabwasasincereoverflowingofheartandmind.In

PrometheusUnboundShelleygivesaneloquentexpressiontohispoliticalideals.

Shellyisamythmakeranddisplaysawonderfulabilitytoinvestnatural

phenomenawithSupernaturalattributesandtoevokebrilliantnewpictures.

Shellyhascertainobviousdefects.Heisnotprecise.Heistoovagueand

abstracttobebroughtunderthepowerofreasoning.Shelley'spoetryrisesabove

beingmereartisticcreationandappearsomethingnaturalandelementallikethe

fireandthewind.

JHONKEATS(1795-1821)

HewasanEnglishromanticpoet.Hewasoneofthemainfiguresofthesecond

generationofRomanticPoetsalongwiththeByronandShelley.Keats’sfourlong

poemsafewmiscellaneouslyricsandhismagnificentodesareproofofhispoetic

Excellence.EndymionHyperion,Lamia,TheEveOfSt.Agnes,Isabella,TheBellaDame

SansMerciAndTheOdes-OddToANightingale,OdeToAGrecianUrn,ToAutumn,On

Melancholy,ToPsyche-aresomeofhiswell-knownpoems.Keatsisagreatestloverof

beauty.“Athingofbeautyisajoyforever”isKeatspoeticCreed.Hekepthimself

detachedfrom allpoliticalreligiousandsocialmovementsandenjoynatureinallits

aspects.AccordingtoKeatspoetryshouldnotbevehicleofphilosophyreligious

teaching.Hehaslovedtheprincipleofbeautyinallthings.

Keatsisasensuouspoet“sensuousness”means‘enjoymentthroughsenses’Keats

derivedutmostpleasurefrom FiveSenses-sight,hearing,smell,tasteandtouch.his

odesbearevidencetothis”OdetoaNightingale”isaverygoodexampleforthis.He

hasabundantloveofthepast.HebecamefamiliarwithGreekart,paganism and

customsandsuperstitionsofthemiddleAges.hispoemsEndymion,Hyperionandeve

ofSt.AgnestakeustothePastTimesandrevealusthebeautyofthepast.

ThelanguageofKeatskeepshisremarkableforitsrichnessofcompoundadjectives,



imageryandotherBeauties.“sylvanhistorian”and“full-throatedease”goodexamples.

JohnKeatsisbestrememberedforhisodes.Anodeisanaddressinwhichthepoet

expresseshisowndesiresdisappointment,Joy,sorrow,hope,hopelessnessandother

strongemotions.“OdetoaNightingale”glorifiesthesongoftheNightingale.Thebirdis

notBornfordeath.ItwillgivepleasuretoallHumanity.the“odeonGrecianurn”

glorifiesartanditspermanence.“Odetoautumn”bringsoutthebeautiesoftheAutumn

season,whichisotherwiseadullanduninterestingseason.Hediedofconsumption

before.Hehadcompletedhis26years.

OTHERPOETSOFTHELATERREVOLUTIONARYAGE

JAMESHENDRYLEIGHHUNT

LeighhunthadcloseassociationwithShellyandkeats.Hedoesnotrankhighly

asapoet.oftenHispoemsaretrivialundersometimesmarredbyslipshod

workmanship.hisbestlongpoem.ThestoryofRiminiisanItaliantalemodeledon

Dante.Itisinthisworkthatheheroiccoupletwasfirstrejected.Itsstylebecamethe

modelforKeatsEndymion.Hischiefimportantsourceofpoetishistorical.Huntisthe

bestrememberedforhisprose.

THOMASHOOD

Hood’slifewasastruggleagainstpovertyandill-health.Heischieflyrememberedfor

hishumorouspoems.Hehasprovedhimselftobethegreatestmasterofverbalwitand

punning.Incontrasttohiscomicpoems.Hehasalsowrittensometragicpoems“the

deathbed”and“thebridgeofSigh”areexamples.Healsowrotesomesuperbballadand

lyric,like“thedream ofEugenearm,theSongofshirtandfairInez.

JOHNCLARE

Clarewasatruepeasantpoet,whowasverypopularduringhisperiod.Heisverymuch

appreciatedinthemodernperiod.Hewasinspiredby“theseasons”byThomson.His

firstpublicationPoemsDescriptiveofRulerLifeandScenerywasmuchpraised.But

latercollectionswerenotverysuccessful.hispoemsdealwithsimplerusticthemes.He

rejoicesinthewaysofanimalsandinsects.ThoughHeisnotgreatpoethehasenough

contributiontomakehim atrueromanticpoet.Theseveralvolumesofpoem published

inhislifetimearerepresentedinselectedpoems.



ThetwowomenpoetsFeliciaDorotheaHemannsandLeticiaElizabethLandonalso

deserveattention.Theywrotefluentandgracefulverse,whichappealedtotheromantic

andsentimentaltasteofthetime.

GENERALPROSEINTHEAGEOFWORDSWORTH

Introduction

Animportantfeatureinthehistoryofproseduringthisagewastheriseofthe

modernreviewandmagazine.“TheEdinburghreview(1802)”editedbyJeffrey

brougham AndSydneySmithofthewingpartycamefirst.sevenyearslater.The

quarterlyreviewwasstartedbytheToriesWilliam Giffordwasthefirsteditorandwas

succeededbyLockhart

Thesetwomagazineswerefollowedbytwoimportantmagazines,Whichwere

borderedandmorevaried-Blackwood'sEdinburghMagazine.ATorimonthlylaunched

byWilson,LockhartandHogg,theLondonmagazinefollowed.itincludedpopular

contributorslikelamb,Hazlitt,DeQuinceyandCarlyle.

Anotherwell-knownmagazineofgentletype,Fraser’swasfoundin1830.Most

oftheprosewritersoftheperiodcontributedtothisnewform ofliterature.The

magazineexercisedwithtremendousinfluenceontheproseliteratureoftheperiod.

THEEDINBURGHMEN

FrancisJaffreywhowascalledbyhisadmirersasthe‘archcritic’contributed

some200articlestotheEdinburghreview,mayberegardedasthemostinfluential

criticofhistime.HewasneitheropposedtotheRomanticMovement,norablind

supporteroftheAugustanmovement.Nowhiscriticism isnotvaluedmuch.

SydneySmith.AnotherEdinburghmanwasacleverclergyman.hewasKnown

moreforhiscriticism thenforhisliterature.HissatirePeterPlymley’slettersis

noteworthy.though.Hiswritingcontainmanygoodthings,theyarenotreadoftenby

themoderners.

THEBLACKWOOD'SMEN

Themostfamous“Blackwood”manofthedaywasJohnWilson(withthepen

nameChristophernorth).hewasaprofessorofmoralphilosophywhileatthesametime

heWasaboxerandwrestler.Hewrotemuch.hebesttoworkistobefoundinisNoctes

Ambrosianae,whichappearedinBlackwood.Theyareinform ofdialogueswithregard

tohisprosestyle,WilsonwaswiththeRomantics.



THOMASDEQUINCEY

WroteforbothBlackwoodandLondonmagazine;Hewasanimportantmanfor

literature.Hewasessentiallyamagazinistand17volumesofhiscollectedworkswere

published.onecannoticesomeglaringdefectsinhiswritings:Hehadabadhabitof

abusinghislearning;hewastrivialinhisargumentandindulgedinDigressions.There

aresomemeritsseestyleismarvelouslyrichandarhetorical.DeQuincyisthemaster

ofromanticprose.HehasgreatpowersofnarrativeAnddescription.Heachieved

remarkablesuccessincampaigningGrim humorwiththehorrible.Heisremembered

forhisautobiographicalwritings.Theessay“ConfessionsOfAnEnglishOpium Eater”is

aClassic.

JOHNGIBSONLOCKHARTisaconnectinglinkbetweenEdinburghandLondon.

Hewasreserved,Keen,incisiveandcaustic.Heproducedmuchmiscellaneouswork,

includingfournovels,avolumeofSpiritedSpanishballadsandthelifeofburns.his

FamousworkwaslifeofScott.HewasromanticwithScottandsympathizedwith

Wordsworth,buthewascriticaloftheyoungerRomantics(Hewasnicknamedscorpion.)

TheLondonmen

IsoneofthebestbelovedoftheEnglishauthors,whosememorywillretainits

fragrance.Hisever-delightfulEssaysofEliaisanimmortalwork.Lambisasmuchan

egoistasMontaigne.thesubstanceofwhathewriteisalmostwhollydrawnfrom

himself,hisexperiences,reminiscence,likes,dislikes,whimsandprejudices.thesubject

matterofallhiswritingislambhimself.

HewasthemasterOfhumorandpathos.Hecombinedthem-Thefinest

tendernesswithquaintestfancies.Thisisuniqueinliterature,andcanbecalled

“Lambish”

OnthecriticalsideLamb’sinfluencewasstronginthedevelopmentof

Romanticism.HissympathieswiththeElizabethanliteratureareseeninthetalesfrom

Shakespeare.

Lamb’sstyleisabsolutelyhisown.Itisflavoredbyconstantcontactwithhis

favoritewriters-Burton,FullerandSirThomasBrowne.asafamiliar,personalessayist,

heranksfirst.ashehimselfsaid,hewroteneitherforthepresentnorforthefuture,but

forantiquity.Heisdefinitelythe“princeofpersonalessayist”

WILLIAM HAZLITT



HazlittisoneofthebestEssayistoftheRomanticPeriodunderverywell-known

contemporaryoflamb.Hewasalsoapainter.hewrotemainlyformagazines,lectured

onliterarytopicsandpublishedartanddramaticcriticism.

HazlittcontributedtotheMagazines-MorningChronicle,EdinburghReview,

TheExaminer.Hisbesttocriticism iscontainedin“CharactersOfShakespeare'sPlays”.

“TheEnglishPoet”“TheEnglishComicWriter”.Etc.hehasbeencalled“TheCritic’s

Critic”.hisinsight,discriminationandsurenessoftastejustifythetitle.

HazlittisameditativeObserverofhumanlife.Hehasastrongpassionfor

analyzinghumannature.Heisapsychologist.Anotherimportantaspectofhisessayis

asenseoftheenjoymentoflife.HisEssaylike“GoingonAJourney”“OnThePluses

Painting”Etc.areinterestingHazlittisafineromanticessayist.Hehasallthemajor

characteristicsofRomanticism-loveofbeauty,artandlife.HiscontributiontoEnglish

literatureisimmense.

OTHERPROSEWRITERSOFTHEPERIOD

Prominentamongthem whereWillam Gobbett,LandorAndSouthy.Gobbetts

“RuralRide”Ishismostcharacteristicbook.HisEnglishgrammarisuniqueamong

grammars.Landor’sProseworkimaginaryconversationsaredialoguesbetweengreat

charactersofthepast.Hewasnotagreatthinkerbutamanofgreatthoughts.“The

CitationOfWilliam Shakespeare”“Perntameron”arehisotherpopularworks.

Southywasaprosewriterashewasapoet.HisMasterpieceis“LifeofNelson”.

THENOVELINTHEAGEOFWORDSWORTH

SIRWALTERSCOTT(1771-1832)

SirWalterScotthasrememberedchieflyasanovelist.Hesaidtohave

popularizedanewform ofNovel,historicalnovel.hisgeniusisbestsuitedforthisform.

HemingleshistorywiththelifeofScottishpeasants.

TheinfluenceoftheRomanticPeriodisseeninScott’schoiceofthemeofthe

past,astheromanticswereinterestedintheMiddleAges.AgainWordsworthianchoice

of‘humbleandrustic’lifeisseeninhischoiceofScottishpeasants.HisFirstnovel

“Waverley”isnothingbutanamalgamationofthemannersoftheScottishandthe

historicalromance.

Historicalnovelisdifferentfrom history,itisneitherthelifeoftheactual

historicalpersonnorthepresentationofactualfactsofHistory.Itonlypresentthelife

andmannersofthepeopleofaparticularperiod.Scott'sIvanhoeisanimaginarynovel,



whichhasthehistoricalbackgroundof12thcentury.Inhisnovels,Scottpresentsa

pictureofeightcenturies.togivefewexamples,his“CourtRobertOfParis”isbasedon

11th Century“Talisman”andIvanhoeon12thcentury“CastleDangerous”onthe14th

century“QuentinDurward”onthe15thcentury;Kenilworthwithonthe16thcentury;The

FortunesOfNigel,TheLegendOfMontrose,AndOldMortalityandthe17thcentury

“RobRoy”and“TheHeartofMidlothian”onthe18thcenturyandst.Ronan’s“well”on

the19thcenturyScottnotonlydealswithhistoryofScotlandandEngland,butalsowith

theFrance.

Scotthasathoroughknowledgeofthepast.Pastcametohim automatically.at

thesametime.WecannottakethefactsgivenbyScottashistoricaltruths.Hetakes

libertieswithhistory.Hence.ForexampleScott'sIvanhoecannotbetakenasaperfect

pictureofmiddleAges.HishistoricalcharacterlikeJames-I,LouisIX,Elizabethand

othersareallfineimaginativecreations.

AgainScott'snovelarenovelsofaction.Theyaredrawnonaveryvastscale.

ScottisalwaysseeninhisbestwhenhepresentshisScottishpeasantandScottishlife,

withwhichhefamiliar.Evenasayoungboy,hewasattractedbythestoriesaboutthe

borderland.HisfirstattemptedliterarycompositionwasonlyScottishballads.

Scotthascreatedawiderangeofcharacters,buthelacksinsightsintohis

characterischaractersarebroadandboldpicturesbutnottheresultofapsychological

analysis.Heisunabletopaintstrongeremotions,likelove,violence,anger,EtcAtthe

sametimeHeexcelsallothernovelistsinportrayingpatriotism andloyalty.

TherearecertaindefectsinScott'snovel.Hisnovelsareverywellconstructed.

hisCreationslackspiritualinsightandgrasp.Scottisnogoodinpresentingfemale

characters.Itissotobeadmittedthatinspiteofallthedefects,hisnovelsneverfailto

please.

JaneAusten(1775to1817)herfamousnovelsare“PrideAndPrejudice”

“MansfieldPark”“Emma”“SenseAndSensibility”,“Persuasion”And“NorthAngerAbby”

.sheavoidedpopularity.Shewasrealist.Shehaddifficultyincreatingmalecharacters..

MENWRITERS

CHARLESROBERTMARTIN(1782TO1824)Hiswork“MelMoth”“The

Wanderer”wasmostsuccessful.

THEODOREHOOK(1788-1841).Hewasoneofthefunmakerswhoproduce

Looselywrittennovels.



JOHNGALT(17791839)hiswork“IrishAyrishireLegatees”And“AnnalsOfThe

Parish”ContainssomeadmirablepicturesofScottishlife.

ThomasLovePeacock1785To1866.

Hewasknownforhissatiriccommentaryuponhisthingsinsocietyand

literature.Hisworksare“HeadlongHall”“MelonCourt”,“NightmareAbby”“Grochet

Castle”.

SHORTQUESTIONINTHEAGEOFWORDSWORTH

1.Withwhom Wordsworthcollaboratedtopublishafamouswork?Whatisthat

work?

2.BywhatwasScottinfluencedwhenhewasaboy?

3.Whatis‘BYRONISM’usedtodenote?

4.WritetherenamesoftwoodesofKeats.

5.WhoeditedtheEdinburghReview?

6. GivethenamesoftwonovelsofJaneAusten?

7. WhatwasSouthey’smasterpiece?

8.Whowerethefamouspoetswhometprematuredeath?

9.NametwoimportantessayofWilliam Hazlitt.

10.TowhattypeofnovelisSirWalterScottnotedfor?Givethenamesoftwoof

hisnovels.

11.WhoaretheminorPoetsoftheearlyromanticpoet?

12.“IwokeuponemorningandfoundmyselfFamous”whosewordsarethese?

13.NametwowomenPoetsoftheRevolutionaryage.

14.NameanytwopopularcontributorstoLondonmagazine.

15.Whoiscalledthecritic’scritic?

16.WhatisScott'simaginarynovel?Whatisitsbackground?

17.WhatisKeatspoeticCreed?



18.Whoisthemostfamousblack-hoodman?

19.Whosenicknameisscorpion?

20.WhatarethelimitationsofWordsworth’sgenius?


