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UNIT-III

1. Emperor Napolean III - Domestic and Foreign Policies
2. Third French Republic

3. Unification of Italy

4. Unification of Germany

UNIT-1V

The Eastern Question
1. Greek War of Independence
2. The Crimean War
3. Berlin Congress
4. First Balkan War
5. Second Balkan War
Bismarck Diplomacy and System of Alliances

UNIT-V

First World War - Causes and Results
Treaty of Versailles

League of Nations

Russian Revolution of 1917
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THE FIRST WORLD WAR

INTRODUCTION

=

1. CAUSES OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR [§ f&.— [TIF

INTRODUCTION:

In the early of the 20" century, the Political atmosphere of European
continent was quite tense. All the nations being afier the military power of one
another were busy in making secret and diplomatic alliances with the allied nations
for their securityv. The nature of Eastern Problem has also become quite intricate.

Rise of military power. Imperialism, Colonialism, Intensive nationalism had
created a lot of disbelief, enmity and distrust among the European nations.

Thus uneasycalm which was prevalent in Europe during the early years of the
20™ century made the war inevitable,

CHEE AR S O T HESHR S T WO RADEW-ER -

A greal! broke out in Europe in 1914, It was not a casual incident. There were many
causes &nd circumstances which created the background of this war.

THE CHIEF CAUSES OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR SECREFAND

ZRET %DIPLDMATIC ALLIANCES:-

The root of the first world war was the formation of secret and diplomatic alliances
among the European powers. Bismarck was the first to have originated the system
of alliances.

In the Franco-Prussian was, France was badly defeated. According to the terms
of the treaty of Frankfort, France has to give up her two important provinces
Alsace and Lorraine. She wanted to regain her lost provinces and 1ake revenge for
the humiliating defeat against Germany.

Bismarck was a great diplomat and farsighted man of his time. In order to isolate
France in Europe. Bismarck originated this system of alliances. He concluded
several alliances with other European countries,

TRIPLE ALLIANCES:-

The origin of the Triple Alliances can be traced back to 1873, When Bismarck
formed an alliances with Austria-Hungary and Russia. The alliance was known as
Dreikaiserbund or Three Emperor League, which aimed to isolate France and to
keep Austria — Russia on friendly term.

However after the Balkan crisis, Russia m didn’t want to be part of this alliances.
As a result, a new alliance the Dual alliance was formed between Germany and
Austria in 1879, with the promise to help each other in case of a Russian attack. In
1889 laly also joined the Dual alliance thus forming the Triple Alliance. This
alliance was defensive in character.
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powers fﬂfEum[u: 1.e. Great Britain, Russia and France.

In 1914 Europe was divided into two rival camps.
Triple Entente. The alliances were kept secret, thus
uncertainty.

The Triple alliance and
creating fear, suspicion and

The alliances system bound the members of each side 1o provide military support
whenever war broke out between any one of the members and its enemy. Thus a

simple conflict between two countries usually took the form of a general war
involving all the powers,

2. THE FEELING OF ULTRA NATIONALISM:-

The rise of the feeling of extreme nationalism was to a great extent, responsible for
the outbreak of the First World War.

The people and government Germany were they so blinded by the extremist
nationalistic zeal that they regarded their country as the best nation of the world.
This feeling was indeed an alarm of danger for the world peace and
internationalism.

The people of France had decided to regain the provinces of Alsace and
Lorraine from Germany.

Nationalism means strong desire for national unity and independence. They
wanted to expand national glory and prestige at any cost.

This feeling had developed almost all countries of Europe. Germany was the
leading country at that time.

The internal politics of Balkan states was also affected by the feeling o extremist
nationalism.
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I'his factor alse playved an important role in the growth of tension and rivalry in
the relations between Germany and England. e

ACOLONIAL AND COMMERCIAL RIVALRY:-

The fight for raw material and for world markets fumished one of the most
important causes for international misunderstanding.

A wild scramble for colonies came in the last quarter of the 19" century.
Fngland had a major part of the territory available for colonization.

France was 4 close second, with her African colonies and Far eastern
Possessions.

Russia had a vast expanse of territory including a large part of both Europe and
Asia.

Germany had only attained nation hood in the late 19™ century, it remained far
behind in acquiring overseas colonies, markets and influence compared to the
other European power such as Britain, France, and Russia.

Germany needed to find markets and colonies for her rapidly developing
industries. This created a strong rivalry between Germany and this other European
powers.

Germany blocked the British plan 1o build a railway from Cairo to cape. It also
had to rival with France in the three Moraccan crisis. Germany tried to prevent
Franu:e{mm acquiring Moracco. She sought possession in the Far East and
attempted to penetrate the Near East at the expense of England.

The principal reason for England’s participation in the Triple Entente was to
curb Germany's economic expansion.

Both groups of Triple Alliances and Triple Entente aimed at economic expansion
and furnished one of the most truly international causes of the conflict.

4. ARMAMENT RACE:-

Another factor which seemed to disturb international peace was the race for
armaments.

Almost all countries of Europe made efforts to increase their military and naval
strength in the later, half of the 19" century.

France and Russia had 2,239,000 men under arms in 1914,
The central powers including lialy had 1,239,000 men ready for service.

In addition France and Russia had 5,070,000 trained reserves while Germany
and Austria had 3,358,000 ready for the eeless, senVile .
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The predominant position held by the military class in several countries

.ﬂml-:\th:r important group that aided in building up a war spirit was that of the
Munition Makers. Recent investigations have shown how the Krupps of Germany

and the Schneiders of France and vicker Armstrong of England worked together 1o
promote the sale of their commodities,

5.PAN SLAVIC MOVEMENT:-

Eastern Europe was also facing many problems that created conflicts and escalated
tensions.

One of the major problems faced by Austria-Hungary was the Pan — Slavic
Mﬂ‘*"f"‘lﬂ"t- It called for the independence of Slavic people in Austria — Hungarian
Empire and Ottomon Empire under Serbia. Serbia was supported by Russia. Russia

wanted to dominate, the Balkan region, a move which created tension between
Austria and Russia.

6.IMMEDIATE CAUSES:-

The congress of Berlin in 1878 gave the right 1o Austria — Hungary 10 governissst
Bosnia and Herzegovina, but not to annex it. These territories should have gone 1o
Serbia since the inhabitants were slavs as in Serbia.

dorms o6

But in 1908, Austria annexed Bosnia and Herzegovina against mehBer]in
congress. It created rivalry between Austria — Hunary and Serbia.

ASSASSINATION OF THE FRANCIS FERDINAND:-

On 28" June 1914 Arch duke Francis Ferdinand heir to the Austro — Hungarian
throne. and his wife Sophie werdassassinated in Sarajevo the capital of Bosnia and
Herzegovina by Gavrilo Princip a Bosnian — Serb student.

Austria suspecting the Serbian involvement in the assassination, sent a 10
point ultimatum (also known as the July ultimatum) 1o Serbia.

Though Serbia acceded to 8 of the 10 demands, Austria declared war on
Serbia on 28™ July 1914,

COURSE OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR:-
The First World War began in July 28", 1914 and lasted till November 1™, 1918.

The countries which were on the side of Germany were called as central
powers and those on the side of Britain as the Allies.

Artillerv, Tanks and Submarines were used in the war,



WAR IN THE WESTERN FRONT:-

Germany invaded Trnee by crossing Belpanm, The French and Hetian e were
not able to stop the advance of German Torees. Bt o the Battle ol Marine, th
alhies were able o hold them i check

WAR IN THE NEAR EASTERN FRONT:-

In October 1914 Turkey entered the war extending her suppont o the central
powers. This was a temble blow because communication belween Mussia and
Allies were cut ofl, The Dardanelles expedition o Britain was an ultes fatlure.

RUMANIA AND BULGARIA IN THE WEAR:-

The failure of British in the Dardanelles cxpedition emboldencd Bulgariz to join
the side of the Central Powers in 1915, Rumania joined the Allies in 1916,

WAR ON THE SEA:-

In the battle of Dogger Bank a German battle cruiser was destroved by the British.

In spite of the heavy losses sustained by both the parties in the battle of
Jutland in 1916, the German fleet retreated to the port.

The German fleet used submarine to sink the ships of the Allies.

ENTRY OF U.S. IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR:-

In 1917 Germany drowned four merchant ship of America including Lusitania with
her submarine more than 100 Americans died in this incident which made L.5.

angry, Hence on April 1917 U5, declared war on Germany.

WITHDRAWAL OF RUSSIA:-

Russia suffered major reversal in the war. The Czarist government was over
thrown by Lenin and Russia withdrew from the war and made peace with central

powers at Brest - Litovsk in 1918,

END OF THE WAR:- K ot HILEAD

In the beginning the central powers had some victories but soon their defenses
began to break. The Germany abdicatedhnd fled to Holland., Germany sued, for

peace on November 11, 1918.4 !
RESULTS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR:-

The First World War had far reaching consequences. The war affected all forms of
social life, and brought revolutionary changes that had world wide significance.
Most of the coumtries of the world faced financial loss. economic deprirestsas and

material destruction. qf_,_f,._,, Yo
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LOSS OF HUMAN LIVES:-

The First World War caused a terrible loss of human life. It is estimaey .,

about & million were killed, 7 million were permanemtly disabled and 15 million
were seriously injured,

Further S.I.'fl"l.'::l‘iﬂ millions of people lost their lives due to fPidl:Tﬁii:'u such as
influenza, Swain flue ect: that broke out during the war period.

ECONOMIC COMEQUENCES:-

The total cost of the war reached a prand total of S 186,
RO RO, DR,

The industries of the world was crippled and inflation financially ruined many
people. Economic chaos came even to the victorious.

Russia. Germany, Austria, Italy were prostrated. The people were starving and
industries were strangled. Business in Europe in the year following the war was
reduced to about one - fourth of in normal amount. Labour was dissatisfied and
masses threatened to turn to Bolshevism,

Stjrikes and general disorder prevailed thought out the civilized world. During
the war democratic principles were abandoned in order to facilitate the winning the
conflict. The press was curlaited and legislalures were deprived of their  authority
Nationalism was intensitred.

Danger zones were more numerous in Furope than in 1914,
The second World War had roots in the world war |,

Russia mdr&cm the socialist revolution while Germany saw the emergence
of Adolf Hitler.

It was generally believed by historians that Second World War was a
continuation of the First World War.

EMERGENCE OF USA. AS A WORLD POWER TRIUMPH O
NATIONAL:-

The end of the First World War saw the creation of many new independent nations,
on the bank self - determination and nationalism Yogoslavia, Czechoslovalia,
Finland. Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia were the new nation.

The First World War created a new wave of strength for nationalism ins several
Asian and African colonies of the great powers,
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Al THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS 1920
INTRODUCTHON:-

On the mitiative of Woodrow Wilson, the President of 1 SA. I\ Jaru.an 1919 3

peace conference was held in Paris and the represented of 42 countries took nam i
it. .

A council of ten with two representatives each from America. Britin, Fran . ltals
and Japan was formed, But Francis Clemenceau of France. Limd G-.-:nz- of
England. Woodrow Wilson of America, plaved a major role in the conference

The League of Nations was founded on the basis of their ideas.

On the 14" February 1919 the Peace Conerence examiined a note on
maintaining peace in the world. According 1o it. on Januar 20, 1920. The League

of Nations was officially founded with its head quarters in Genes .ﬂ witzerland,
Ca]

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:-

The aims and objectives, of the League of Nations included.

# To prevent future p“L-LJAH 5'-‘”?«(;" Luuh_- ,-!;Blfwaj Fha P.w.-ﬂ-:a
o HWLH mubual At custions _oud  paindalry peata i B stdal

» To encourage disarmament e

~ To make the world a benter place by improving people’s working
conditions and by tackling diseases.

ORGANS OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS:-

The General Assembly.

The Secunty Council.

The Secretariat.

Anr],__mematinnal Eount ufj.ls!ict.

# International Labour Organizations.

L A G .

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS:-

The League of Nations succeeded in solving various problems.

It settled a problem between Finland and Sweden regarding the ownership of

Aaland island in Baltic.

It solved the boundary dispute in Silesia and prevented o war between Poland and

Germany,

It setiled a dispute between Greece and ltaly, over the island of Corfu



It avoided a war between CGreece and Bulgaria over the horder disputes,
It solved a border issue between Peru and Columbia

Thli.‘rlurllh its. nther :1I‘gﬂn,*¢: |_u:|g1||;__pr;_r~,-1_-n[;_-lj the spread of many diseases,

A
It extended its helping hand in solving the problems of refugees

11 velasde fremeasia prnmm:*:tulluml CO-0per

ihon among the nations

It anempted to raise the standard of Education in various states.
In 1926 Germany and in 1934 Russia were admitted as its member

The Intemational Court of Justice handled more than 30 cases. It delivered
Judgements in some cases and in some other gave advisory opinions.

CAUSES FOR ITS FAILURE:-

The League of Nations did not succeed its prime aim of setiling disputes among
nations through peaceful means.

The U.S.A. whose president was responsible for founding the J;agm: of
Nations, could not become a memberg. Hence the League of Nations looked like a
building without foundation.

Whenever the member nations were not happy with the attitude of the League
they were permitted to go out,

In 1531, Japan captured Manchuria and rename it a puppet state. When the
league protested against this, Japan resigned rom the League. It weakened the
League,

The League of Nations did not have a permanent force or armv of its own to
implement its policies.

The rise of dictatorship in ltaly Germany and Japan weakened the chancer of
success of the League.

The satesmen who dominated the League lacked practical wisdom. Their
approach remained some what wtopian and it began 10 be called by some as
“Cieneva Conference of Fool™,



ﬁ; . THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION OF 1917

INTRODUCTION:

The Russian Revolution of 1917 is regarded as the most significant event in the
history of the world after the French Revolution of 1789,

had imparted the message of liberty, equality and fraternity

f equality was imparted by the Russian
Russian

The French Revolution

1o the world. While the message o )
Revolution in the social and economic aspects of human life also.

Revolution introduced major changes in the social and economic field of Russia.

MAIN CAUSES OF THIS REVOLUTION:

The government of Russia under Romanovs was similar in many respects to that of
the Bourbons of France in 1789,

Czar Nicholas 11 like Louis XVI was a man of good intentions, but weak in both

mind and body. 11l fitted to be an absolute ruler of millions of Russians, he was
swayed by unscrupulous associates, the mosl notorious of whom was Raspulin,

The Holy Devil.

Rasputin was immoral, filthy and directed the govemment of Russia‘ minislem
were appointed and dismissed at his command and government policies were
directed by him in a most selfish and unscrupulous fashion.

Immorality, corruption and degeneracy gripped the govemment like a giant
oclopus.

The World War [ broke out the tiny threads that held the govemnment intact and not
ended the absolute rule of Romanovs but also introduced, so entirely new form of

government.

THE PEOPLE OF RUSSIA:

The mass of the Russian people were backward, the illiteracy was very high. The
Russians bore the burden of Romanov oppressions for generations. Thousands

starved to death.
If the Soviet experiment succeeds much of the eredit should go to the patience and
fortitude of the Russian people.

1905 RUSSIAN REVOLUTION:

Defeat of Russia in the Russo-Japanese War (1904 - [905) led to the outbreak of
riots in the cities and towns.

The Russian peasants rose in revolt,the people marched in the streets of the capital
of ﬂ‘I_E roval palace t mil a petition containing their grievances but the Czar
was in no mood 1o cBeairl them. The royal guards troops opened fire and hundreds
were killed. This hormible incident sent a wave of shock throughout the country.
The revolution of 19 halﬁd. d



The entry of Russia into World War | was an act of crowning folly on the part of
Czar. Large scale desertions and the irfrompetence of the Russian commanders

hrought disgrace to the couniry
DPOWNFALL OF CZAR NICHOLAS 11:

In March 1917 revolt among the workers in Petrograd among the peasants and
among the soldiers occurred that proved to be the beginning of the end of

Romanovs.

Large scaled uprisings in all the big cities and towns perturbed the Czar. There was
the hunger march in the capital and the Czar ordered his troops to open fire on

them. But the soldiers ri to obey their officers and joined the revolutionaries
in hoisting the Red Flag. ~ .

The Czar was forced to abdicate March 1917. He and his wife and a number of
nobles were killed.

The Russian parliament Duma formed a provisional government under the head of
a moderate social revolutionary called Alexander Kgrensky, who established a

liberal democracy.

However, the Soviet Democrats were divided into two groups:

1. The moderate Minority (or) Menshevisis and
2. The aggressive Majority (or) Bolshevists

And a bitter civil war ensured, with the radical elements steadily gaining power.

The Bolshevists won and Lenin was elected president of the newly formed council,

i was made commissar we '.‘PS
~ ‘T} no ah @ Commiifcd /o Pl ¥4 apof
NIKOLAI LENI 1870— 1924 AND BOLSHEVI REVOLCUTION

NOVEMBER 7, 1917,

Lenin was the son pf a school inspector, His brother was executed for making an
attempt to the Czar, Lenin became a revolutionary. He was arrested and

sent to far off Siberia and became a political exile in Switzerland.

In 1930 he became the leader of a more extremist revolutionary group called the

Bolshevik party. Lenin n!.l:rﬂdﬁtssia in April 1917, he was joined by his trusted
Lieutenants Leon Troffkyand” Joseph Stalin. They got the support of soviet

councils of workers and soldiers. |~
The Bolsheviks under Lenin promised to people “Peace, Land, Bread™.

Being a master tactician and strategist, Lenin made careful preparation for a few
months to bring about the downfall of the Menshhevik government.

He struck on November 7, 1917, which resulted in the fall of provisional
zovernment of Kerensky.



Lenin established a Soviet Republic  (*Workers stale™) and made peace with

Germany by signing the treaty of Brest-Litovsk in 1918,
As the new leader of Russia, Lenin began to concentrate on the stupendous lask of
building a new socialist order for his country.

LENIN's EARLY MEASURES:

. He came down heavily upon the large land owners and the ca_;pilflliﬁlgund
seized their properties. All land belonged to the people. It was distributed to

the poor peasants,
1. The factories were taken by the govenment and handed over to the

committee members elected by workers who were 1o run it
1. The banks were nationalized and the depositors lost their money.
IV, The new Bolshevik government declared that it would not pay the debts of

the previous governments,

V. Lenin’s early measures provoked, the [ﬁ% w};n created trouble. However,
Lenin took steps to curb their oppositi r% 'htlp of the newly created
et

Red Army.

V1. In 1921 the country economy farefi no better than during the Czarist regime.
The workers had not proven competent to run factories, the peasants started
10 hoard food grains with the hope of securing manufactured goods. A

severe drought over whelmed a large part of Russia and millions of people
perished. The future of the Bolshevik government under Lenin looked bleak.

LENIN'S NEW ECONOMIC POLICY 1921 - 1924:

It was at this critical juncture that he declared the implementation of the “New
I'E_Eﬂnnmic_fplicy“. The New Economic Policy (NEP) was the adoption of mixed

economy.

The Soviet government controlled major industries, trade and banking while
individuals were permitted to seltheir food grains in the open market. They were
also given the permits to open stores and small factories.

The Soviet government entered into contracts with foreign governments and
capitalists regarding the financing of industrial plants. Trade treaties, were

concluded with foreign nations.

A stable currency was introduced. Russia’s economic health improved with the
adoption of public and private enterprises. A new constitution was drawn up in
1923,

The constitution of the Russian Socialist Federal Republic. Lenin  was a bom
leader and organize for several labored .He died in 1924,
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