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Later Cholas

\

. OR
Imperial Cholas

Political History
Unlike other dynasties of Tamilnadu, the Cholas had the

Aengthiest reign. Chola history can be divided into three major

divisions, based on the capitals they used for administration. The
early imperial Cholas (A.D. 850 - A.D. 1014) like Rajaraja I ruled the
country with Tanjore as capital. They are called Cholas of Tanjore in
history. Rajendra I succeeded Rajaraja I and ruled the empire from
Gangaikonda - Cholapuram, the newly built capital. He and his
successors were called as Gangaikonda Cholapuram Cholas. As
there was no direct successor to the Chola throne after Adhirajendra,
Kulottunga I was adopted from their closely related Chalukya

_ territory, to rule the empire. Kulottunga I and his successors ruled

Tamilnadu till its decline with the title Chalukya Cholas.
i. Cholas of Tanjore (A.D. 850 - 1014 A.D)
Vijayalaya

Vijayalaya founded the Imperial Chola dynasty. He was the
son Kumarangusan, a feudatory of the Pallava monarch. The Chola
inscriptions found in Ambil, Tiruvalangadu, Cape-Comorin and
Anerimangalam plates and the literary evidences like the "Ulas" of
Ottakkuthar, and "Kalingathupparani" of Jeyamkondar confirmed that
Vijayalaya was a descendant of the Cholas of the Sangam Age. He
conquered Tanjore region from the Muttarayar with the assistance of
the Pallavas and ruled it with Tanjore as capital. To commemorate
his success, he constructed a temple at Tanjore for the war goddess
Nishambasudani (Durga). Vijayalaya was alive, when the
Sr_ipu.rambiyam battle took place near Kumbakonam in the Tanjore
e e e

. in villages in Tanjore region like

:Uayalaya Chaturvt.:‘dimangalam and Vijayalayanallur were known
y his name. The Vij ayalaya-Chekesv

b .. aram templ d
during his administration_ ple was also erecte



Adiyta 1 (A.D.881-907 A.p,)

Aditya I was the son and SUCCeSS

| L dyd IIL. U\";j"

l,gmcnpalcd in the Sripurambiyam battle in support of the Pallava rule

Aparajita. The Pallava ruler emerged victorious in the battle /\parz;J 1:
was meflicient and inactive. Utihsing this nppurtumfy Ad]JIya
defeated Aparajita in 890 A D. and annexed 'l'undaimandal;im from
him.

The Chola ruler Aditya was diplomatic. He captured .
Kongudesam and western Ganga territory, with the support of the
Chera ruler, Stham Ravi. Again to strengthern his relations with the
Chera King, Aditya's son Parantaka I married one of his daughters.
Aditya maintainéd cordial relations with Rashtrakutas and Pallavas
also through matrimonial alliances. He married Illango Pitchy, the
daughter of the Rashtrakuta ruler Krishna II and Tribhuvanamadevi,
the Pallavas princess. These marriage relations enabled him to con-
solidate his position. The ganga ruler Prithivipati II had acknowl-
edged the suzeranity of the Chola ruler. After the consolidation of
the empire, Aditya introduced administrative measures to maintain

law and order in the state.

Aditya I was a devotee of Siva. He constructed several
stone temples for Lord Siva to spread Saivism. Among them the
Adityaesvara temple at Sripurambiyam and Tiruverumbur temples
were important. Aditya died in 907 A.D. near Kalahast in the
Chitor district. To his memory, Parantaka I, erected the
Kothandarameswara temple at the place of his burial.

Parantaka I (907 - 953 A.D.) o

Parantaka I succeeded Aditya I. He ascended the throne of
Cholamandalam with the title Parakesari. He was the first great
ruler of the Chola dynasty. He ruled for 48 years and established a
vast Kingdom by conquering the neighbouring states. :

Chola - Pandya conflict

With a view to extend the Kingdom. Parantaka I ipvgded the
Pandya country and defeated its ruler, Maravarman Rajasimha II.
The Pandya ruler sought the help of the Ceylonese mlcr, Kasyapa \l/
o fight against Parantaka. As a talented warrior, Parantaka
defeated the combined forces of Ceylon and Pandya 1n the bgﬁlchat
Vellore in 915 A.D. and extended the empire upto Kanyakumari in the



south In this battle. two feudatones from Kodumbalur and Kilapaluyg
rendered assistance to Parantaka [ In return, the son of Parantaka |
marmed Kodumbalur Princess, Budhi Adichcha Pidan Two conig

versial views existed with ru.,ard to this bd!lh The Ceyvlonese
Mahavamsa says that the Ceylonese general died 1n the battle and
Ceylenese troops withdrew from the battle field due to plague By
the Chola inscription mentioned the complete defeat of the combineq
forces of Pandyas and Ceylon King. The defeated Rajasimha 11 fleg
to Ceylon, where he |eft his royal omaments in the court of the King
of Ceylon. So Paranataka I could not possess the royal omaments
and hence according to the custom of the day, his victory was not
complete. These royal ormaments were later recovered from Ceylon
only by Rajendra Chola, son of Rajaraja I. To commemorate his
victory over Pandyas and Ceylon, Parantaka | assumed the ttles.
"Maduraikonda” and "Maduraium Illamumkonda”.

Chola Rashtrakuta Conflict

The Chola-Rashtrakuta conflict reached 1its peak duning the
reign of Parantaka 1. The reason for this conflict was purely
domestic. Kannadeva was the half-brother of Paranataka . He
was the grandson of Knshna 11, the Rashtrakuta ruler, by his daugh-
ter Illango-pich, the second wife of Aditya I. Knshna Il wished to
instal his grandson Kannandeva on the Chola throne instead of
Parantaka [. When he failed in this attempt, he declared war with the
Chola country in 910 A.D. with the support of two chieftains, Bana
and Vaidumba. In this battle, Parantaka I defeatd Knishna Il wath the
timely help of the Ganga ruler, Pntivipat1 II. Healso punished the
Banas and Vaidumbas for giving support to the Rashtrakuta ruler,
Knshna Il

But the battle was not the end of the conflict. On the death
of Prnitivipat: I1, Butuka II became the ruler of Ganga. Because of his
marmage with Rashtrakuta Princess, the alliance between the Gangas
and Rashtrakutas became closer while the link between the Gangas
and Chols became closer while the link between the Gangas and
Cholas became extinct. The frustrated Banas and Vaidumbas were
also waiting for a chance to help any one who might oppose Parantaka
I. When Krishna Il ascended the Rashtrakuta throne, the struggle
with the Cholas continued. He was energetic but very ambitious
Krishna I11 wanted to pumish the Chola king Parantaka |. since the



latter had helped Govinda 1V, the son-in-law of Parantaka against
Krishna IIT's father Amogavarsha in the civi strife of the Rashtrakuta‘s

Realising the danger to the nothern borders of his kingdom, Paranlakz;
| took precautionary measures to protect his country. Two stratagic
places, Tirunavalur and Mudiyur were selected and equipped with a
strong elephantry, cavalry and infantry under the command of Rajaditya
and Arinjaya, the two sons of Parantaka I.

Krishna III attacked the Chola kingdom with the support of
the Banas, the Vaidumbas and Butuka II, the (Ganga ruler at Takkolam
in 949 A.D., six miles to the+south east of Arakonam. It was a
decisive battle. Krishna Il captured Kanchi and Tanjore. ButukaII,
the Ganga ruler killed Rajaditya with a well-aimed arrow, when he
was on an elephant. The loss of Rajaditya decided the fate of the
battle and Krishna III occupied a large portion of the Chola empire.
The death of his eldest son was a great loss to Parantaka I. No
doubt, the Cholas received a set back the hands of the Rashtrakutas.

Though the capital was ruined, the Chola empire escaped from
complete devastation.

Like his father, Parantaka I was a devotee of Siva. The
famous Hindu saint Manikkavasagar was his contemporary. He built
many Siva temples and covered the roof of the Nadaraja temple at
Chidambaram with gold plates and earned the title "Ponveynda
Paranthakan". He also constructed temples at Tiruvidaimarudur,
Tiruvaduthruai and Tiruchandurai in Tanjore district. His
encouragement of Hindu religion led to the consolidation of Brahmin
influence in Tamilnadu. The Uttaramerur inscriptions of Parantaka I
dated 919 A.D. and 921 A.D. highlighted the working of the
autonomous village assemblies in the Chola Kingdom. The famous
Viranam irrigation tank and the town of Kattumannarkudi were
excavated and constructed during the time of Parantaka I. The Chola
Kingdom suffered an eclipse after Parantaka I.

The Interval from 955 A.D. to 985 A.D.

The death of Parantaka in 955 A.D. created confusion in the
Country, |t continued till the ascendancy of Rajaraja I in 985 A.D.
Du"iﬂg the interval of 30 years, the country suffered due to palace
Mirigues and weak administration.
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Gandaraditya

Giandarditya was the sccond son of Parantaka 1. T
administration was noted for thedevelopmentofrcligious activities
Sembian Mahadevi, the wife of Gandaraditya was also deeply §
involved in religion. She had a long life and lived upto the time of
Rajaraja . The religion oriented administration led to the growth of

SW“ Nadu.
Arinjaya

Arinjaya was the younger brother of Gandaradityan. He had
a short reign of about a year. He married an Eastern Chalukya
Princess. He died at Arrur. Rajaraja I erected a Siva temple a
Melpadi in memory of Arinjaya and named it Arinjayesvaram. =

Parantaka I1 (957 A.D.-970 A.D.) '

Parantaka II was the son of Arinjaya. He was admired as
Sundra Chola, due to his handsome personal appearance, Pandyas
were his enemies. Vanavan Mahadevi was his wife. Aditya II and
Rajaraja I were his sons and Arumoli was his only daughter. Aditya
I1, the elder son of Parantaka was murdered by his enemies. The
death of his son shortened the life of Parantaka II. He died at Kanchi

in his golden palace.

Uttama Chola (970 A.D. - 985 A.D.)

Uttama Chola was the son of Gandaraditya I. He was the
bad son of a good father and ruled for 15 years. His coins were the
earliest of Cholas. The Madras Museum plates revealed his
administrative history. His rule ended in 985 A.D. After Uttama
Chola, Rajaraja I, the son of Parantaka II ascended the throne of the

Chola Kingdom.

Rajarajal (985 A.D.-1014 A.D.)

Rajaraja I, was the most powerful ruler of the Chola empire.
He was the second son of Parantaka II. His mother was Vanavan
Mahadevi a Chera Princess. Thiruvalangadu plates described the
joyous occasion of his birth. “Conquest and consolation were his
policies. This policy induced Rajaraja to concentrate more on wars
both in land and in sea. The thirty years of his rule laid the foundation
of Chola impérialism in South India. His glory and bravery in war, his
tactics in displomacy, skill in administration, great interest in
architecture and art showed that he was a many sided personality.



Conquests of South

The first great conquest of Rajaraja was his invasion ol the Chera country. It was a
naval battle. The illtrement and imprisonment of Chola envoy by the Chera ruler was iht.
immediate provocation for this invasion. In this battle. He defeated and destroyed the ("'h > L
fleet at Kandalur Salai near Trivandrium. Gopinatha Rao equvated Kandalur Salaj ith
Valiyasalai in Tirivandrum. >l with

Th_e Chgla navy defeated the Ceylonese ruler Mahindra V and destroyed
Annuradapura his capllalt constructed 1000 years age. The defeated Mahindra V fled to the
§0}1th eastern part qf the 1§1and.RaJaraja annexed the northern part of Ceylon and converted
it into a Chola province with Polonnaruva as its capital.

Northern Expeditions

After completing the southern conqusts. Rajaraja I turned his attention to the north.
He attacked and annexed provinces like Gangapadi, Nolambapadi and Todigaipadi inth
soutljlem Mysore region. The frequent interfereance of the Western Chalukyas in the border
provinces of the Cholas caused unrest. The Cholas disliked the attitude of the Chalukayas
and decided to punish them.Conquest of Maladevi was the last expedition of Rajarajal. It
consisted of 12,000 islands.

IT) Cholas of Gangai Konda Cholapuram
Rajendra I ( 1012A.D -1044 AD)

Rajendra who succeeded Rajaraja adopted the same policy of his father in
administration and conquest. It is said that, Rajaraja’s great and solid work was the rock.
Upon which his son built and achieved unique success. He was the worthy son of the

worthy father. He ruled for about 33 years.

Consolidation of the South

The conquest of Ceylon was his first achievement. He prepared a fine navy for this purpose.
His mission was a through success and he defeated the Sinhalese ruler. Mahindra V and
annexed the whole of Ceylon. Mahindra V was captured and brough to Tamil Nadu as a
captive and he died after 12 years of imprisonment. Rajendra constructed many Siva and
Vishnu temples in Ceylon. The conquest of Pandya kingdom was his next target. With a
view to conquer Pandya kingdom, the powerful Chola army attacked it. The defeated
pandyan king fied to Malaya mountain for refuge. Then Rajendra I installed his son as
Viceroy of the pandyan country. After his victory, Rajendra assumed the title “Jeyamkonda
Chola” During his Chaylukya expendition, the Kalinga ruler supported Jayasimha I against

the Cholas.

Congquest of North

After the southern conquest was over, the Chola army marched to Ganges through
Kalinga. At this expendition Rajendra I entrusted the charge of the army in the hands of his
general Dandanatha.The Chola important achievement of the Chola army was that it
defeated Mahipala I, the Pala king of Bengal. Rajendra 1 erected a ‘liquid pillar of victory ™
in his capital with the waters of Ganges after this war. He also assumed the ttle



Gangaikondan,a nd constructed a new capital Gangai konda Cholapuram (0 commemorate

this success

Over sea expedition

In 1025 A.D. Rajendra sent a naval expendition to kadaram and srivijaya. Srivijaya
was a Kingdom in Sumatra. The King of Srivijaya was defeated and the kingdom of
srivijaya and kadaram were brought under the control of the Cholas. Sangrama
Vijayagottungavarman, the ruler of Kadaram acknowledged the overlordhship of the

Cholas. So he was restored to his kingdom.

Suppression of rebellions

The last days of Rajendra witnessed rebellions in Pandya,Chera, Ceylon and
Chalukya territories. Rajendra put down these revolts with the assistance of his on
Rajadhiraja I . RAjadhiraja 1 undertook a compaign against Somesvara I , the Western
Chalukya ruler. He adopted barbarous methods to win the battle and caused untold miseries
to the people. He assumed titles like Mudikonda Gangailkonda Kadaram Konda and

Pandita Chola.
Chalukya Cholas

Kulottunga I (1070 A.D. -1120 A.D)

Kulottunga I was the first ruler of the Chalukya Chola line. His father was Rajaraja 1,
the Chalukya ruler. To distinguish him from Rajaraja 1, the Great, he was called Rajaraja I,
the Narrendra. Ammangadevi, the daughter of Rajendra I was his mother.

Condition of the Chola Kingdom in the absence of a ruler

Kulottunga I was anointed on 9 June A.D. 1070)

War with Western Chalukya

The first enemy to be dealt with was the Western Chalukya ruler, Vikramaditya VI.
In an encounter Kulottunga I defeated the armies of Vikramaditya in 1076 A.D. at Kollar.

The defeated Vikramaditya returned to Tungabhadra.

War with Pandyas

The kingdom was divided into five divisions and were administered by different
persons. Realising the importance of consolidating his position in the pandyan kingdom,
Kulottunga I sent an army against it in 1081 A.D. The army defeated the rulers and annexed

it to the Chola empire.

War with Chera Kindgom

The Chera army defeated the Chera fleet twice and captured Salai. The Chera army
was defeated again at Kottar., near Nagercoil and vizhijam. Kottar was set on fire. The
defeated Chera ruler accepted to pay tribute to Kulottunga I. In 1088 A.D. Kulottunga made
truce with Vijayabhahy and gave his daughter Sutamalliyar in marriage to the Ceylone

prince Viraperumal.



War with Kalinga

_ The refusal of Anandavaraman, the northern Kalinga ruler, to pay the tribtes was the
main reason for the battle. Karunakarathondaiman led the Chola army in this battle. The
Chola army started from Kanchi and reached Kalinga after crossing Palar, Pennar and
Godavari. Annadavarman ordered his army to fight the Cholas. Both side fought bravely
The crucial battle in 1112 A. D. determined the fate of Kalingas. |

Foreign Connections

The Chola empire under Kulottunga maintained extensive foreign conncections in
India and outside. However the mainteained cordial relation with the ruler of kardaram. In
1090 A.D. the ruler of Kadaram sent an emissary to the Chola Court. It demanded to abolish
the land tax to a place, donated to the construction of Buddist monastery at Nagapatnam.
Foreign trade flourished during this period. The ruler of Sriviyaya sent and emissary to the
Chola Kingdom for trade agreements. In 1077 A.D. Kulottunga I also sent an emissary of
seventy — two men t o China. The religious minded Kulottunga worshipped Siva. He
constructed temples for the development of Saivism. He also tolerated other religions.

Central Administration

The kingship was hereditary in nature. Generally, the ruler selected his elderson as
heir apparent. The heir apparent was known as Yugaraja.The kings toured the country
frequently to understand the requirements of his subjects. Royal camps were fixed in
temples and mandapas. The kings also attend the periodical festivals in certain important
temples at Chidambaram , Thiruvarur and kanchipuram.

The Tanjore Palace contained nearly three thousand dancing girls and servant to look
after the king. They donated lands to the temples and Brahmins. People use to worship the
idols of the kings and queens in the temples. For example people worshipped the images of
parantaka II, Rajarja and his queen. Lokamahadevi in the Tanjore temple.

Revenue

Usually 1/36 of the total produce was collected as land tax. On certain occasion it was
enhanced. Rajaraja I assessed % of the total revenue as land tax due to heavy expenses on
wars. It was remitted in cash or king. The lands donated to the temples and Brahmins were
exempted from taxation.The revenue collected from court as fine was called Thandapanam
The income from mines, forest and alloms were also added with the state revenue , Sungam

was collected from foreign trade.

Justice

Learned Brahminss well versed in law, assisted the king in the court. At the ﬁFSl
instance, cases were tried in the village court, if the people were dissatisfied with the verdict
of the village court the case was appealed to the court in Nadu. Fines and imprisonments
were the punishments to the minor offences. The robbers who stole the idoles, ornaments
etc. which belonged to the temples, were given severe punishment. The .propejrty of such
persons was confiscated and sold in public action. The amount was renultc_ad in the ro_yal
treasury. The offenses against the king and his close relatives were dealt w1'th by the king
himself and heavy fines were collected from them. In certain cases. The culprits were tied to

a wooden frame and given fifty or more blows with a stick.



Army

The Chola army consisted of infantry, cavalry, elephantry and navy. The army was
well - dn!led and disciplined. Required horses for the cavalry were imported from Arabia
The hereditary army protected the ruler and received regular pay from the treasury. |

Village or Local Administration

The Chola rulers were more concerned about the administration in the villages. The
tow uttaramerur pillar inscriptions of Parantaka I in the Chinglepet district gave a vivid
account of the functioning of rural institutions in the villages. The uttarameur inscriptions
gave a detailed account about three types of aseembles namely ur, Sabha and Nagaram in

the villag_es. '_I'he village was divided into a number of wards or variyams or kudambu for
the effective implementation of schemes.

Qualification

The candidate should be a owner of more than % veli of land. He should have a

house of his own. This qualification was prescribed to know the attachment of the
concerned candidate with the village.

Candidates should possess through knowledge of vedic mantras. It was insisted
mainly to give a chance to the educated persons, especially the Brahmins. Persons who had
been in Variyams for the past three years, were disqualified to stand for the election.

Method of election

The persons required for the assembly were elected by lot through Kudavoli system,
for a year in the manner prescribed in the inscription. Usually thirty candidates were elected
by this system. Of the thirty elected, twelve were appointed to annually committee, twelve
for garden committee and six to tank committee.

In the case of murder, the murderer was fined 16 cows and directed to light a
perpetual lamp in nearby village temple. The Dharmavariyams carried out charitable works

in the village.
Economic condition
Agriculture, industry, trade and commerce determined the economic condition of the
Chola period.
Land System

A typical land system existed in the Chola period. Broadly, the lands were divided
into Vellan Vagai, Eleemosynary tenure and service tenure. The land donated. to the temples
and Brahmins were called Eleemosynary tenure. Probably, the most fertile lands were
assigned to them.

The lands assigned to the government servants for the sefrvices werelcalled' Jivitham
lands, Bhogam lands, were given to Brahmins, Vaidyans and artisans for their services.



"Patt1” lands were also assigned to the maintenance of tanks. Parru
lands were given to the feudal lords for supplying soldiers to the ruler
at the time of wars.

Methods of land tax collection

" As land tax was the main source of income to the state, the
government paid special attention to its collection. To collect land tax
effectively, lands were surveyed accurately and carefully. Patta was
given to the peasants to confirm their right on lands: Based on the
survey, lands were classified into more than twelve grades or taram.
Taxes were assessed based on the fertility of the soil. * For instance,
during the regin of Rajaraja I, 30 kalams of paddy per veli was
collected as tax on fertile lands; Wheras 28 kalams of paddy was
collected as tax from ordinary lands. But the Tanjore inscription
revealed that the revenue from agricultural lands was periodically
reassessed, and the classification of the land was revised from time
“to time in accordance with changes in cropping, fertility etc.
* Generally, 1/6 of the total produce was collected as tax. On certain
 periods, the rate was increased. Rajaraja I collected 1/3 as tax due to
heavy expenses on wars.” He announced a royal award for the
regular tax payers. Government appointed officials to collect tax.
They even adopted oppressive measures to collect tax. People even
sold their lands to remit their land tax. They also migrated to other
Places due to cruelty of taxes. Even women were also punished. An
officer demanded some tax from a women in the third regional year
of Rajaraja II. When she denied her liability, the officer humiliated
her. So she committed suicide by taking poision. The officer was
Punished to endow a lamp of 32 kasus. The corrupt revenue officials

were also punished severely.
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The history of art in the Tamil country began with the rise of
the Pallavas nl’lhv-Sunlmvlshnu in the seventh century. The (._'hnlah
continued and developed the art-tradition of the Pallavas. The Cholag
kings loved art and spent a major income of the state for the
development of art. They constructed attractive structural temples,
palaces and buildings based on the Dravidian style through out their
empire. These monuments reflected the attachment of the Cholas
towards art and architecture. The artistic tradition of this period was
famous for 1ts purity and perfection. These temples were varied in
style and structure. They were classified into three major divisions

based on their structure, style and date.

The temple of early period

* The temples of early period were constructed between A.D.
850 - A.D. 985." The inscriptions of this period mentioned the
construction of a number of temples. These temples were small in
size. Most of them were structural temples.” The Vijayalaya
Cholesvaram temple constructed at Nattamalai was the first temple
of this period. This temple belonged to the period of Vijayalaya, the
founder of the Chola empire. It was erected in memory of his
success over the Muttarayas. The pillars in the front mandapas of
the temple were erected on the Pallava style. But the arms of the
divarapalaka resembled to that of the Pallava mounments. Now, the
temple is in a deteriorating condition due to lak of maintenance and
protection. Another important temple of this period, was the
Balasubramanya temple constructed at Kannanur. The Negesvara
temple constructed at Kumbakonam also belonged to this period. It
contained the portraits of contemporary Chola princes and princesses.
The’Sundaresvgra temple at Thirukkattutalai and Mahadeva temple
at Tiruccendurai were the most important temples constructed during

the reign of Aditya I. The Agastyesvara temple at Panangudi also
belonged to this period.

il d?;gfclf:;asntiinathin temple constructed at Srinivasanallur in
I constructed this te mlos :d rogiive femple .0 Fthis period. Parantaka
was 50 feet. | . mpie. The length of this medium sized temple

- !t contained many Sculpture statue of Hindy gods and

goddesses o , -
n the wal] surface of the Vimana. Prominent among

them were { s o
he statues of Sarasvathi and Lekshmi They were very




attractive. Below the statue of Kali, the statue of Asura was placed.
parantaka I also constructed the Brahmapurisvara temple at
pullamangar i Tanjore district 1t resembled to that of Nagesvara
temple at Kumbakonam in many ways. The Mahalingaswami
temple at Tiruvidaimarudur in Tanjore district was constructed m 910
AD. This temple was constructed in the forth regional year of
Parantaka 1. Again, Muckundesvara temple at Kodumbalur,
Bhaktajanesvara temple at Tirunamanallur (S.Arcot), Vatatirthanatha
temple at Andanallur (Trichi), the Kdambavanesvara temple at
Erumbur (S.Arcot) also reflected the contribution of early Cholas to
art and architecture. The Muuvarkoil temple at Kodumbalur was
constructed by Bhuli Vikramakesari, a feudatory of Parantaka II, in
the later half of the lenth century. The several forms of the sculp-
tures of Siva on the walls of the Vimanas were examples of early
Chola temple architecture. The inscriptions also mentioned the names
of various other temples of this period.

Temples of middle period

The temples constructed between A.D. 985 - A.D. 1070
belonged to this period. Rajaraja I and Rajendral, who reigned in this
period constructed medium sized and big structural historical
temples. The Tiruvalisvaram temple at Brahmadesam in Tirunelvelly
district was the best example of the medium sizedtemple. It was
square in shape (form). This temple contained figures of animals and
gods. The walls of the temple were decorated with some comic
features like lion or monkey and scene of dancing or mockery. Music
was humorously portrayed in this temple. In the first storey of the
Vimana contained a number of beautiful and attractive sculptures. It
expressed the sculptural skill of the artists. Rajaraja ] also constructed
the Uttarakailasa temple at Tanjore district. Vaidyanatha temple at
Tirumalavadi, the twin temples of Siva and Vishnu at Dadapuram in
South Arcot district and Sivalaya temple at Polunnaruva (Ceylon).

All these temples were medium-sized.

Tanjore temple
The maturity of the C hola temple architecture was found 1n

two great historical temples constructed at Tanjore and ( sanaikonda
cholapuram. A new chapter 1n the history of art and architecture
developed during this peniod. Rajarajesvarar Brihadisvara temple at

Tanjore was the tallest of all Indian temples. It was constructed
140



during the regin of Rajaraja 1. The work of this temple was starteq n
1003 A.D. and completed in 1010 A.D.

It was a symbol of the magnificent achievements of Rajaraja|
[t reflected his splendor. He made numerous endowments for thig
temple. In this magnificence, he was joined by not only the membery
ol his family but high officials and noble-men. Rajaraja I also utiliseq
most of his loots from foreign wars for the construction of this
temple. Several large images and bronze and gold were presented o
this temple in addition to ornaments and lands. The ornaments
donated to the temple were described in detail in the Inscriptions,

Most of the images and all the jewels were now not found in the
temple.

Again, he donated a number of Devadhana village, for the
regular functioning of the temple. The annual income from the lands
set apart for the temple alone was estimated as one hundred and
sixteen thousand Kalams of paddy. Adequate lands were also granted
for the maintenance of the dancing women in the temple. Rajaraja

constructed two long streets for the accommodation of four hundred
dancing women attached to the temples.

The walls of the temple contained innumberable historical
inscriptions. They revealed the personality and achievement of the
emperor. The inscriptions also mentioned the cooks, gardeners,
flower-gatherers, garland-markers, musicians, drummers, dancer,
dance- masters, wood-carvers, sculptors, painters, choir-groups for
singing hymns in sanskrit and Tamil, accountants, watchmen and a
host of other officials and servants of the temples. Again around the
inner walls of the first floor of the temple contained a fine series of

one hundred and eight dance-poses. They form an invaluable
document in the history of Indian art.

The temple was constructed of granite. The plinth: of the
central shrine was 45.72 Square metre and the shrine proper was
30.48 square metre. The walls of the temples were covered
throughout with inscriptions and deities such as Siva, Vishnu, Durga,
Ganesa, Sri-devi, Bhu-devi, Lekshmi, Nadesa, Dvara-palas etc. At
ple, there was a Kopuram or Mandapam with

- Itcontained 14 storeys. At the top of the kopuram.
there was a huge stone with the weight of 81.284 tonnes. This stone

Was dragged on to the top by making elevation from Sarapallam, 6 44
k-m. away from the temple.



In front of he temple

there was a
an
monolithic Nand. t

i . Fhe herghy of the Nandi was |
ought from Pacheh: alar w; (
broug achchaimalay was used for this purpose

had three entrances namely Keralathankan entranc
entrance and Thiruvanukkan entrance

of this Vimana was dedicated I the na
of Rajaraja and his queen were 1nst
1cmPlt‘-_ A compound wall was constructed around the temple for its
prntcctlpn. Kuruvur Devar, the contemporary poet gave clea}
description of the temple in one of his poems.

Gangaikonda Cholapuram Temple

Another important historical and religious monument famous
for Chola architectural beauty was the Gangaikonta Cholapuram
temple. Within twenty years of the completion of the Great Tanjore
temple, the Gangaikondacholapuram temple was built. It was planned
on a grand scale than that of the Brihadisvara temple at Tanjore
Rajendra I, donated a huge amount for the construction of his temple.
It 1s rectangular in shape with 340 feet long and 100 feet wide. The
mandapas of this temple was 175 feet in length and 95 feet in breadth.
It had 40 pillaras for its support. The strong compound wall around
the temple, produced the temple. This temple was more beautiful
than the temple at Tanjore. This fully matured attractive temple was
the masterpiece of the Chola art. Ponneri, the water reservoir
constructed about 3 K.M. to the west of the temple supplics water to
it. The required fire works for the temple festivals were collected
from Vanadipattam, a village situated 1.5 K.M. to the south of the
temple. Like Tanjore temple, Gangaikonda Cholapuram temple was

also a landmark in the history of Indian architecture.

Temples of later Period -

The temples of later period were constructed between ]073
AD. - 1250 A.D. During this period, the Chola mlers consn';chrted
numerous temples. Most of the temples of this period wer‘e sr?liu;r;d
resembled one another. In 1113 A.D. Kul'ottungi I, LO;Z ructed
Amirtaghatesvara temple at Melekkadambur in the(s:l a;:: r:)] charl!
With two wheels on each side. He also gonstrulslf?l f:as ni;med "
sun god in Tanjore district. This suriyanarkotl

' Chola, who
Koluttungachola Marttandalayattu Suryadevar. Vlllﬁ'z::)nzilmpmve g
Tuled in this period donated a considerable amou

altractive, huge
2 feet. The stone
The temple
: ¢, Rajaraja
I'he copper Kalasa in the top
me of Rajaraja. The Images
alled at the entrance of the



beautify the Chidambaram temple. This temple was fully remodelleg
and completed by his successor, Kulottunga I1.

Rajaraja Il constructed the Siva temple at ’I“lrupar']dal and |
Darasuram in Tanjore in the early half of the 12th century. Il“he five '
storied Vimana in the Dharasuram temple gave more attraction to i,
The Tirumandapam of this temple was shaped like a chariot on Wheels
drawn by elephants. The scenes of Periyapuranam were depicted
attractively on the walls of the temples. Kulottunga III was the Jast
great builder among the Chola monarchs. He constructed
Kamahareswara temple at Tribhuvanam. The figures of
Bharata-natya accompained by drummers and musicians, lions and
elephants made this temple more unique. In short, the Dharasuram
and Tirubhuvanam temples preserved the characteristics of Chola
style of architecture.

The temples constructed during the Chola period acted as a
source of religious inspiration for the people. The art developed in
this period had great influence of other countries especially on the
Hindu states of Indo-China and Far-east. The active trade relation of
the Cholas with these countries enabled the migration of this art.

-

Palaces

The palaces constructed by the Chola rulers highlighted the
development of art and architecture of this period. The Chola rulers
lived luxuriously in the Palaces. The palace in the capital was given
much importance. They also possessed additional palaces at
Pazhayarai, Chidambaram and Kanchi for the convenience of
administration. The palace of Rajendra I was constructed at Olkottai
in Gangaikonda Cholapuram on a grand scale. It was constructed on
a mount. The mount was called as Maligaimedu or palace mount.
The compound walls around the palaces gave protection to them.
The palace were provided with all facilities, including the Chitrakudam,
the anthapuram, etc. The walls of the palaces were decorated grandly
with sculptures, painting and with pictures of animals and birds. A
few of the palaces were in good condition.

Sculpture

The temples and palaces of the Cholas were decorated with
sculpture made up of stone, iron, bronze and gold. The sculptures n
the temples and the sculptures kept preserved in the museums of
London, Paris, Madras and Amsterdam were best examples for the



study ”!\’Ccn.n”muphy ol this peniod. The sculptures moulded the
scll”m"q (_‘I g“ds‘ godnesses. samts, people, birds, dancing figures,
puranic stortes and animals in an attractive and typical form by using
gtones and metals. Most of the sculpture n Pullamangai temple and
(he Nataraja sculpture in the Chidambaram temple were noteworthy.
[n the Vasthnava temple, the sculpture of Daksmamurt: n
l(orankanalh.a temple, the Durka sculpture in Pullamangai temple and
the Nataraja sculpture in the Chidambaram temple were
noteworthy. In the Vasihnava temple, the sculpture or Thirumal was
potrayed in three different styles. Moreover, the sculpture of kings
and queens were also placed in the temple. For example, the images
of Rajaraja I and his wife were placed in the entrance of Tanjore
temple. Numerous sculptures in the Tanjore temple were decorative
in nature. Among them, the bronze sculpture was popular. The
Tanjore inscription also described the techmical details of the bronze
sculptures, representing the stories of the lives of 63 Nayanmars.
Sculptures on the Darasuram temple depicted stories from
Periyapranam. The Siva temple at Thiruvalisvaram in Tirunelvel
district contained magnificient sculptures of Siva in his various forms.
The Nataraja image in its various forms naturally holds the first place
among the Chola bronzes. The bronze sculptures of this type are not
only spread over the museums of the world, but are still under
worship in the live temples of South India.
Painting

Like all other forms of Chola art, the Chola painting was also
a continuation and development of the Pallavas and Pandyas. The
artists of this period selected black, yellow, brown, red, blue, green,
yellowish and light blue coloured paints to beautify the temples,
palaces and other buildings. The temples located at Tanjore,
Nattamalai, Malay'édippatti, Thirumayam, Mamandur and
Chittannavasal were decorated with attractive paintings. Most of the

Paintings jn the temples had religious background. Certain pictures of
Thiruthondarpurana were portrayed
mple. The marriage scene of

tings of dancing girls and
rnamentation,

the scene in Periyapuranam,
bealltiful]y on the walls of the Tanjore te
Sundarar was very attractive. The pain
DeVakanniyar revealed the social life, custom, O
"hgion. culture and civilization of the people.
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Music 1s closely associated with song. dance and expresss

I'he sacred hymns werc considered as sacred music. The rulers ang
the mgh caste people encouraged and enjoyed drama, kuttu (dance)
etc. The musicians used drums, flute. fiddle etc.. as music Insturments
val and Veena were also used. In the temples. the songs of the Alvar
and Nayanmars were sung sy stematically. The songs induced bhaku
among the people. Almost all the temples possessed beautiful
sculptures of musicians with their instruments.  Music had great
appeal among the people

Dance

The Chola temples patronised dance. The dancing girls or
devadasis appomnted in the temple danced before the deities. They
also danced in the mandapas of the temples. They performed
Tamilkuttu, Aryakkuttu, Sakkakuttu on important occasions
Separate dance theatres were maintained on important temples. The
rulers and the ruled patronised them by giving donations and
presentations. The dancing figures were also carved out in'the temples

Drama

Drama was another popular art. The dramas were acted in
Natakasalai or drama theatre. The 'hiruvidimaruthoor inscription
mentioned the existence of drama theatre in the Cholas kingdom
I'he drama theatres possessed all facilities.  Rajarajavijayam and
Rajareajesvara Natakam were the important dramas acted 1n big
temples dunng the reign of Rajaraja 1. Stories of Nayanmars and
Alvars were also staged  The heroic and rchgmus'dramas had
encouragement among the public. Thus encouragement given to the
development of sculpture, painting, music, drama and dance
determined the development of art and architecture of the Chola penod

Religion

The temple and the Matha were the two great gifts of

mediaeval Hinduism to South India. These two

mstit , ded
gradually utions expande

it a‘nd cozsohdalcd their position in Tamilnadu 1o a large
s .religion an ‘lemplc controlled and regulansed the activities o

' people. The Chola period witnessed the
Vaishnavism, the two branches of Hindu
vanous rehimous philosophies.

growth of Saivism and
1sm and the development of



SaiVism
The Chola periog w

vaishnavism. The Chgly rulers patronised Saivism and constructed a
numhcr‘(:r chjplcs. Most of these temples were dedicated to Siva.
Tht-‘ qqu.nsi (.)] the royal family also showed keen interest towards
Hinduism. They even constructed temples and granted endowments.

The contribution of Sembiyan Mahadevi, Vanavan Mahadevi etc., to
Saivism was noteworthy,

as the age of South Indian Saivism and

| Llrk_‘l.‘wmc, the Saiva saints Nayanmars dedicated their life to
Savism. To pay homage to them, their images were installed and
worshipped in most of the Siva temples. Festivals were even
conductcd in their names. Their images were also taken 1n
procession on festival days. In the name of Nayanmars, Mathas
were also established at important places like Kanchi, Valivalam and
Thiruvaligai. The hymns of the saints were sung in the temples. As
the hymns were written in the language of common people 1t
penetrated into their hearts without much strain.

The Saivites of Tamilnadu maintained cordial relation with
the saivites of North India. It enabled them to intensify religious
activities in the Chola kingdom. The saiva.saint Nambiyandar Nambi,
the contemporary of Rajaraja I and Rajendra I, compiled the twelve
Thirumaris of Saivism. Again, Saivasiddhanta philosophies
developed on the principles of Appar, Sambandar, Sundarar and
Mainikkavasagar. Saints who belonged to Changaracharriyar groups,
interpreted the philosophies of this religion for the convenient
understanding of the people. Among them Meykandar, Arul Nandi,
Maraiganar and Umapathy were important. References were also

made to Siva followers like Kapalikar and Kalamukar.

Vaishnavism -
Vaishnavism and Saivism were the two eyes of Hinduism.

But in the Chola period equal treatment was not givgn to Saivism. It
had only limited temples. Still, this religion flourished due to th¢
dedication of certain saints and scholars._ Amt.)nlg t_hem, Nadamuni
was noteworthy. Vaishnavism faced various vicissitudes of fortune

under Cholas.

Nadamuni
The Vaishnavites,
as Achchariyas. They preac

who worshipped Thirumal, were known
hed the Vaishnava principles by singing
16¢



dams and even vaishnava houses. The importan,
contribution of Nadamuni to Valshnavis_m was that he compileg
Nalayira-Divya Prabandam. It was sung in the Valshnava l'?'inples_ ~.
He stayed in Sirangam and derived legyathuva philosopy. His ideag

deviated the Vaishnavites from the main stream and hqd great appeal
in the Hindu society. The new branch established by him was known

as Srivaishnavism.

Yamunacharriyar
| His successor was Yamunacharriyar. He had a deep
involvement in Vaishnavism and defeated a scholar in the court of the
Chola king. So the king honoured him with-a title Alavanthar. He
evolved the famous Visista Advaitha philosophy.

Ramanuja

Vaishnavism faced difficulties at the time of Ramanuja. He
was born in 1010 A.D. at Sriperumbudur in Chingleput District. While
staying at Kanchi, he adopted the Advitha Philosphy of Sankara. It
failed to console his mind. He wrote a number of religious works,
when he was in Srirangam. Famous among them, were Vethanda
Saram, Vethanda Camkirahm and Vethantha Deepam. He, also
interprected Brahmasuddiram and Bhahavathgita. He vehementaly
adopted the revolutionary Visista Advitha philosophy. He attracted
common people through his reolutionary philosophies. He opened the
gates of the Hindu temples to the untouchables and made radical
religious changes. Adirajendra condemned his activities and
punished him severely. Finally, he was persecuted during the reign of

Kulottunga I, as he exceeded the limits. Thus, he became a martyr to
his faith.

Vadakalai and Tenkalai Sects

'A_fter Ramanuja, there arose a schism among the followers
of the Visista Advitha philosophy of Vaishnavism. They were known
as Yadakalal and Tenkalai based on their differences in language,
1\';3310!1 and_doctrine. The founder of the Vadakalai sect was
ltiiint;?:cslf;' He composed 95 works in sanskrit and 25 in Tamil.
becarms tl? . esfadakalal doctrines of Vaishnavism. Kanchipuram
the Vad lf cad-quarters of the Vadakalai sect. The followers of

adakalai sect emphasised the caste distinction and the

i}lzfsf;f;‘ita}; :df tthBt:‘lahmins over other castes. The Vadakalal
idorned their preheads with a particul
and used toring bels while doing worship.

songs In temples ma



- gprangam Was the head—quarters of the Tenkalai sect. They did not
cmPh?‘Slse the caste distinctions toq much. They maintained the
equalty of _Bahmms gnd non/brahmins be fore god. The namam of
the Tenkalalyar was different frop, that of Vatakaliyar. They avoided

ringing of 1?6"3 at the time of worship. The followers of both the
sects were found throughout South [ndia

saiva Siddhanta Philosphy

| quanda_n Arulnandi, Umapati and Manavasagam were
prominent in evolving the Saiva Siddhanta philosophy.

Meykandar was the son of one Achyuta Kalappala of
Pennadamlin South Arcot district. He was the a student of Paranjothi
and learnt the essentials of Saiva Siddhanta. He was called as
Meykandar. His masterpiece was Sivagnanabodham. He belonged
to the period of Rajaraja III.

Arulnandi was a native of Tirutturaiyur near Villupuram. He
was a student of Meykandar. He was the author of Unmaivilakkam.
The next Saiva Siddhanta philosophers were Manavasagam and
Umapathi. The Saiva Siddhanta philosophical system was based on
the three essential fundamentals of Pali, Pasu (Soul) and Pasam.

Vira Saivism

Vira Saivism had its origin in the Karnataka region. Then it
spread to Andhara and Tamilnadu regions. They worshipped Siva in
the form of Linga and rejected the authority of the Vedas. They had
no faith in the doctrine of rebirth. They opposed child marriage and
recognise the remarriage of windows. It stood against the interest of
the Brahmins. This religio-philosophica] movement became popular
it the expense of Jainsim and Buddhism in the Kannada region. It

250 led to the enrichment of Kannada literature.

Saiva-Vaishnava Conflict

The Saiva and Vaishna relations were cordial in the early
Part of Chola history. In certain places, the Saiva and Vaishnava
'*mples were constructed very closely. We can see this at
Chidambaram. Again, the habit of installing the Vaishnava image 1n
Siva temples and Siva IMages in Vaishnava temple was common
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tradition n the Chola period. Likewise, the stories of [)c\;aramS
Thiruvasagam and Nalayiradivya Prabandam were depicted in al)
Vaishnava and Siva temples. 'l‘hcslc instances revealed that rcliglouS
toleration existed among them.

But later, these religions abused each other acted as enemieg
Each religion reacted strongly to the other. During the reign of Vikram,
Chola, he removed the idol of Govindaraja for Nadaraja iy
Chidambaram temple. This was extended even in other temples
located at Tirumaiyan, Pudukkottai, etc. The Vaishnava and Sivg
saints also quarrelled each other in certain places. Due to dispute,
the temples in certain places were suspended. Savites were instructed
not to mingle with Vaishnavites in certain places. Severe
punishments were given to those who violated this instruction. Witha
view to maintianing discipline in the state, the government adopted
severe measures. The revolutionaries were persecuted and others
were driven out of the kingdom. Still then, the Cholas rulers never
forgot to extend their assistance to the Vaishnava temples.

The Madams

Besides the temples, the Chola rulers erected madams
through out the country for religious purposes. Religious meetings
and conferences were held in madams. Madams were also used for
educational purposes. They taught grammar, medicine and religion.
They provided foed for the Brahmins and saints. Like temples,
madams also possessed landed endowments. On certain occasions,
it supplied salt, drinking water and light freely to the travellers.

Medical.assistance was given to the patients.

Buddhism and Jainism

The revival in Hinduism caused the decline of Jainism and
Buddhism in Tamilandu. The Chola rulers paid equal treatment to all
religions. The inscription of this period showed the donations of the
Chola rulers to the Jain temples. Though Buddhism and Jainism
declined, they maintainded their control in certain centres in Tamilnadu.
The Nagamman temple at Nagercoil was a Jain centre till 1 1th
century. At Tanjore, a Jain shrine was constructed with the
assistance of Kulottunga I. Generally, the Chola rulers never adopted
nerative attitude apainst the Jains. But in certain places, Jain areas



were coverted into Hindu centres. Lven at the time of 11- dechne.
Jainism rendered meritorious services 1o the growth of Tam)
language. Thiruthakkadevar was a Jain who composed Sivapa
Chindamont. Perumkathai also belonged to this penod. Unlike Jamism
Buddhism declined rapidly in this period. Though 1t dechned. s
contribution to Tamil Iiterature and society cannot be underestimated.

Ammankoils

Amman worship was not a new nnovation of the Chola
period. The Tamuils were very famihiar with Ammai since the sangam
period. It was revived i the Chola period and they constructed a
number of temples known as Thirukamakottam for this deity. The
habit of constructing temples for this deity became popular since
Rajaraja I. Separate places were provided for Ammai in Saiva and
Vasihna temples in Tamil Nadu. People worshipped this deity to get
protection from evils.

Vinayaka Worship

Vinayaka was new to Tamils. It was not found in the list of
gods of Dravidians. The Aryans who invaded the Tamils also
disliked it. It was introduced into Tamilnadu during the reign of
Narasimhavarman I, the Pallava. He brought this deity from Vatap:
as a monument of his success in the war against Pulakesin II.
Vinayaka was not permitted in any of the temples in Tamilnadu, till
the reign of Rajasimha. Since then, it was given due importance in
Hindu temples. The temples at Pangkudi, Thruppanthalur and
Thirukkattalai gave importane to this deity by providing separate place
toit. Now it is a popular deity in Tamilnadu.

Navagraha Worship

Navagraha worship became prominent in Tamilnadu during
the Chola period. The Chola rulers had the practice of conducting
festivals on their birthdays. In similar manner, the Navagraha
worship was also practised in the Chola kingdom. When it bef:ame
Popular, separate temples were constructed for the WOFShl;]J qi sun.
K“loﬁunga I provided facilities for the arrangements'of a testwa of
this deity. Pfovisions were also made to conduct festivals gl thp time
of solar eclipse. This Chola period witnessed the domination of

Various relioions in Tamilnadu.
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