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1. Ballad is a short poem that tells ‘a story of some heroic
deed, romance or event in history or legend. Balld originated
among common people. No one knows who wrote them. Originally
ballads were meant to be sung. They often contain a chorus or
repeat certain lines as a refrain. .The typical ballad consists of

stanzas which repeats a regular pattern. Various changes ‘in the
pattern take placc as the story progresses. Ballads are usually .

written in simple language. Pcoplc remember them but do not
write them down. o

— The World Book Encyclopaedia Vol. 11, pH.

2. Ballad may be an origin for an epic. But to-day we are’
pot getting any ballad anywhere m the world olden than 12th

century -
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1. What ever may be the origin ballad should undergo the
process of oral transmission for ‘somctimes in order to attain its
perfect form,

2, Culture is the main foe for the ongm of ballads In

" India drylands and backward areas are rich in ballads than the

wet lands and forward areas. A nation’s natival surroundings

psychology of the races and behavious of caste play an important
role in the origin of ballads.

3. Kitteredge accepted this explanation but with
modifications. Ballads were composed by the folk under the
direction of leader who brought the necessary discipline into
composition and who functioned as organizer and selector. But
they felt that the folk contributed much of the matter.
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